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Youth Sunday September 21, 1952 


Rally 
For “She Conflict 


(See program on page 16) 


Begin planning now for your congregation's celebration 


of this important day 


Order additional programs and bulletins, 
free of charge, from 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
~ 405 Muhlenberg Building © 1228 Spruce Street ° Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


AUGUST, 1952 One 


youth 


in the church 


Canada votes special project 

When delegates to the recent Can- 
ada LL convention defeated a motion 
to raise $750 as a special synodical 
missionary project they were not try- 
ing to escape the added financial bur- 
den. They were just voting against 
this measure so they could pass an- 
other. The new motion provided that 
the leaguers contribute $1,000 to the 
new St. Peter's Church, Ottawa. 

This missionary project was adopted 
at the convention in St. Matthew’s 
Church, Hanover, Ont., May 16-18. 
The project was taken on as an “extra” 
above Canada’s share of the Argen- 
tine school in Jose C. Paz. 

The convention opened in Hanover 
Town Hall with the presentation of 
the three winning plays of the Canada 
LL Drama Festival. Group A winner 
was the Stratford League. Their play 
was a melodrama called “Onions.” 
The St. Jacobs League, winner of 
Group B, presented a religious play 
entitled “Burnt Offerings.” Group C 
winner, the Normanby League, pre- 
sented a rousing comedy entitled 
“Buddy Buys an Orchid.” 

Best actress awards went to Sonja 
Besback, Trinity, Hamilton; Winifred 
Hahn, St. Peter’s, Preston; and Jean 
Koehler, Heidelberg. Best actor prizes 
went to Wallace Heimbuck, Zion, 
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Stratford; Robert Murray, Trinity, 
New Hamberg; and Lloyd Wisman. 


Weber named president r 

New president of the Canada LL 
is Eric Weber, Kitchener. Other offi- 
cers are: Vice-president, Robert Da- 
tors, Port Colborne; recording secre- 
tary, Fern Becker, Hanover; corre- 
sponding secretary, Ruth Vogt, Kitch- 
ener; treasurer, Wallace Hampel, To- 
ronto; general secretary, Garfield Ray- 
mond, Waterloo; and pastoral adviser, 
the Rev. H. Brose, Conestogo. 

Four new crosses were added to 
the life service flag by LS Secretary 
Eric Reble. A gold cross was for the 
Rey. John Frederick Little, new pas- 
tor of the Chesley parish. Blue crosses 
were for Sister Esther Brose, deacon- 
ess; Betty Schwechtenberg, church 
secretary; and Kathleen Mary Mum- 
ford, parish worker. 

A total of 264 registered for the 
sessions. 


100 convene in British Guiana 
Sailors who had planned to have a 
few days of vacation in New Amster- 
dam, British Guiana, were suddenly 
called back to duty by the Transport 
and Harbors Department. A “church 
meeting” up the river made it neces- 
sary to man a large ferry instead of 
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the usual small one. 

That “church meeting” was the 
convention of the British Guiana LL, 
April 17-23. More than 75 leaguers 
had congregated in New Amsterdam 
to take the 17-hour trip to Ituni. As 
the ferry progressed up the river, 
delegates from other congregations 
paddled canoes to mid-stream and 
came aboard. By the time over 100 
were aboard there was not seating 
room for all. 


Since the ferry did not go all the 
way to Ituni, delegates made the last 
lap of the trip in bateaus and small 
boats equipped with outboard motors. 
Two boats were required to carry 
luggage alone. 

When leaguers arrived at Ituni, the 
boys quickly formed a chain from the 
docks to the “dormitories” where lea- 
guers were to stay and passed the 
luggage from hand to hand. Boys 
slept in hammocks hung in two rows 
in the school. Girls stayed in the 
little hostel. 


Boatride to Hai Moribana 
Banana-leaf shade 
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Give for school and hostel 

Convention officially opened next 
morning with speeches by three lea- 
guers on the theme “Consider Jesus 
Christ.” These leaguers were Stephen 
Muttoo, Victor Munroe, and Desmond 
Hamlet. 

As evidence of stewardship-mind- 
edness, the leagues contributed over 
$1,000 toward their missionary ob- 
jective of the year. This project was 
to build a school and hostel at Sand- 
hills on the Demerara River. Highest 


individual league contribution was 


$100 from Epiphany in Georgetown. 

Report of individual leagues in 
most cases revealed progress and 
growth. Three new leagues had been 
organized in the last year. 


Banana-leaf umbrellas 

While at the convention leaguers 
took a trip to Lake Hai Moribana, 
where Lutherans first began work in 
this area of the river. Getting there 
involved a short walk through the 
jungle to a creek where boats picked 
up the group to go on into the in- 
terior. 

It was one of those famous river 
excursions on which you step into the 
boat and are told that you will “reach 
just now.” Those acquainted with the 
river know that “just now” may mean 
one hour or many hours! This time it 
meant hours. 

Fortunately, all had to wait a while 
for the boats and realized that the 
sun was very hot and that one um- 
brella could hardly shade the big 
group. But why fuss about the lack 
of umbrellas? It was discovered that 
one big banana leaf would shade two 
people. (See picture.) Fun and merri- 
ment abounded as several boatloads 
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moved up*the creek using banana 
leaves for shade and singing to the 
strumming of a guitar. 

Another trip was made to the 
Kwakwani Bauxite mines. A variety 
program was given there and Aye- 
leen Smith was crowned Miss Luther 
League of 1952.—ELaInE WAGNER. 


Puerto Rico steps out 

Paul Bunyan never visited Puerto 
Rico, but the Puerto Rican LL took 
Paul Bunyan strides at its 1952 con- 
vention at Dorado. The 44 delegates 


from 11 leagues passed resolutions to. 


the effect: 

@ That the league raise money to 
help buy land for a camp. 

® That a league news publication 
be started. 

@ That correspondence be main- 
tained with boys in service. 

® That necessary steps be taken to 
obtain adequate material in the Span- 
ish language for LL programs. 

First issue of the news publication 
has already been mimeographed and 
mailed. “We are interested,’ writes 


Four 


the Luruer Lire correspondent, “in 
exchanging it with other local and 
synodical Luther Leagues in the 
States.” American and Canadian ed- 
itors who wish to accept this offer 
should write to: 

Mr. Luis Torres Seijo 

P. O. Box 8004 

Santurce, Puerto Rico 

Puerto Rican officers for the com- 

ing year are: President, Roberto Mo- 
rales; vice-president, Esperanza Mi- 
randa; recording secretary, Manela 
Orta; corresponding secretary, Zor- 
aida Velez; vocales, Mario Miranda 
and Luis Diaz. 


South Carolina penny parade 


When S. C. leaguers were asked in 
penny parade publicity to send pen- 
nies to the state treasurer, some took 
it literally. Pennies arrived at Treas- 
urer Bob Sanders’ home in quart jars, 
half gallon jars, and boxes of assorted 
sizes. The. penny parade committee, 
headed by Bette Shealy of Columbia, 
was called in to help count. 

By the middle of May the count 


A REST is needed by sen- 
ior leaguers of Holy Trin- 
ity Church, Belleroses L. I., 
after packing the 1,500 
pieces of used clothing 
they had collected in the 
commhnity. The 45 boxes 
are being sent for Korean 
relief. Pictured are Jimmy 
Ganci (left), Audrey 
Berndsen, Lenore 
Schreeck, and Bob Still. 
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Pennies in quarts, gallons and boxes 
Complete $3,300 project 


showed that the $1,500 goal had been 
exceeded by $21.19, with 25 leagues 
yet to report. A near-100 per cent 
cooperation was assured when a 
penny was sent to each local league 
president as an initial contribution. 
Funds from the parade are being 
used to construct a recreation build- 
ing at Lutheridge, the camp and as- 
sembly grounds for the North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, and Georgia- 
Alabama synods. South Carolina’s 
share of the $8,000 building which 
will be ready this summer is $3,300. 


This year’s parade completes the 
three-year project. 
In the picture Kay Oxner, left, 


Bette Shealy, and Ed Bearden—mem- 
bers of the penny parade committee— 
count some of the contributions. 


AUGUST, 1952 


Convention preview 


Highlighting the South Carolina LL 
convention, Aug. 11-13, will be a 
service at which the Rey. and Mrs. 
Raymond E. Davis will be commis- 
sioned as missionaries to Liberia. Both 
were active leaguers, Mrs. Davis hav- 
ing served as recording secretary in 
1949-50. 

Convention theme is “Thy Word, 
O Lord.” Leaguers will be asked to 
bring Bibles to the convention for 
study sessions, instead of being pro- 
vided with sections of it in the con- 
vention packets. 

Scene of the convention is air-con- 
ditioned Mt. Tabor Church, West Co- 
lumbia. The program calls for the 
presentation of a model Youth Sun- 
day program. 
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One item of business destined to be 
much discussed is consideration of the 
executive committees proposal to 
adopt a pledge system of finance. The 
system, which would let each local 
league pledge toward the adopted 
budget instead of being assigned a 
quota or apportionment, was pre- 
sented at the spring district meetings. 


Memorial chimes 

At the May meeting of the S. C. 
executive committee, it was voted to 
place organ chimes in the Southern 
Seminary chapel in memory of Mar- 
vin Shealy, former life service secre- 
tary. He died of a cerebral hemor- 
rhage on December 9. 

The memorial fund was proposed 
by his home league, Wittenberg, 
Leesville. Announcements were made 
of the fund, and by mid-May it to- 
taled $459.45. 

Son of the Rey. and Mrs. J. A. 
Shealy of Leesville, Marvin was a 
first-year student at the seminary. He 
graduated with honors from New- 
berry College in June of 1951. At the 
time of his death he was life service 
secretary of the S. C. league and pres- 
ident of LSA Southeastern region. 


New Konnarock building 
In 1937 The Luther League of 
America started on a unique program 


that is still growing in the mountains - 


of southwest Virginia. The ULC 
Board of American Missions had sent 
a medical missionary to Konnarock to 
minister to the needs of isolated 
mountain people. To assist in the 
work, Luther leaguers gave almost 
$13,000 from 1937 through 1939 to 
remodel and equip a large house as 
the Konnarock Medical Center. 
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On May 4, 1952, church. officials 
gathered at Konnarock to dedicate 
another building that will permit the 
Southern Mountain work to expand. 
The new building is a new residence 
for the senior medical missionary at 
Konnarock. Completion of this house 
will make space available for a much- 
needed dental service clinic. 

Since a representative of The Lu- 
ther League of America could not be 
present for the dedication, a Konna- 
rock Lutheran School leaguer, Melba 
Deane Weaver, read a letter of greet- 
ings from LLA President Ray Cline. 
(See picture.) Greetings from the 
other auxiliaries were brought by: Dr. 
Nona M. Diehl, WMS executive sec- 
retary, and Dr. Henry E. Isenhour, 
former official in the Brotherhood. 


Greetings from President Cline 
Former LLA project 
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Wins $1,000 award 

A gasp of astonishment swept 
across the audience of distinguished 
Philadelphia women as slender, red- 
headed Barbara Stephanie Wallace 
walked to the dias of the huge ban- 
quet hall. This 18-year-old Luther 
leaguer from Grace Church, Roxbor- 
ough, Philadelphia, was the first teen- 
ager ever to be given the coveted 
Gimbel Award of $1,000. 

Even before pretty Barbara was 
born, Philadelphia’s Gimbel Brothers’ 
store had begun honoring an out- 
standing woman of the city each year. 
Traditionally the prize had gone to 
an older “woman of the year.” 

But quickly the gasp of surprise 
turned into thunderous applause. 
Amidst the flashing of cameras and 
friendly smiles, Barbara greeted Ar- 


' thur Kaufman, head of Gimbels. 


“For all the young people of Phila- 
delphia,’ Barbara said in a quiet 


- voice, “who feel the service of youth 


is a necessary part of our community 
life’ she accepted the scroll and 
check. “We thank you humbly and 
sincerely for recognizing that service 
and for placing your faith in us.” 

The selection of a teen-ager was 
no stunt. The store and the judges 
agreed that there was good reason 
for pointing up the importance of 
youth in today’s society. 

“Because we feel strongly,” Mrs. 
William Jackson Clothier, the former 
Gimbel Award winner who introduced 
Barbara, said, “that upon America’s 
young people’s shoulders rest the bur- 
dens of the world (and) that service 
to humanity knows no age . . . we 
selected someone most unusual— 
somebody very young, yet not too 
young to have known service. 
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Gimbel Award Winner 


Old enough to know service 


“(This) young woman has that 
inner spiritual sense of fair play, de- 
pendability, sincerity of purpose” that 
symbolizes faith and leadership. 


Four hours a day 

Barbara got started in her youth 
work when she joined Girl Scout 
Troop 341 at 12 years of age. This 
was a senior service unit that did vol- 
unteer social work. 

Every day of the week she spent 
almost four hours working in a tough 
section of Philadelphia. During the 
school year she concentrated on the 
Shackamaxon Boys Club and during 
the summer months on the North- 
Light Boys Club. There she taught 
cooking, sewing, games, handicrafts, 
and painting to children between the 
ages of three and eight. 

Taking time out from her volun- 
teer work, Barbara attended Lutheran 
Camp Nawakwa and various Girl 
Scout camps. In 1950 she was se- 
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lected for the Juliette Low Award. 
This included a trip to Switzerland 
for a world-wide conference of Girl 
Scouts. 

After returning from seven weeks 
in England, France, and Switzerland 
she accepted 81 speaking engage- 
ments on behalf of youth and Girl 
Scouts. When she found time to prac- 
tice the piano and do her homework 
for school, she and I do not know. 

Hoping to continue in her social 
and youth work after she finishes 
Skidmore College, she is taking the 
liberal arts course. She plans to major 
in sociology. 

Normal, intelligent, attractive 

Barbara has been questioned by 
some older people as to whether she 
is a normal young person, since they 
think it rare for youth to give so 
much for no material reward. But she 
knows that she is typical of many 
teen-agers who give their time and 
energy to do important work. This is 
shown by her words: “I accepted the 
award for all the young people who 
do the service of youth.” 

—Trupy TERRASCHKE 


Two times two equals 40 


Two leagues decided recently to 
get together and combine two Lwv- 
THER LiFe topics. Result: 40 leaguers 
showed up and “voiced their opin- 
ions.” 

The two leagues were St. Luke’s, 
Dublin, Pa., and St. James’, Chalfont, 
Pa. The two topics were “Personality 
Pete” from the April LurHer Lire 
and “Do People Talk About You?” 
from the May issue. 

“The two articles fit quite well,” a 
reporter states. “A lengthy discussion 
followed, and after the ice was broken 
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everyone voiced his opinions. . . . It 
worked so well with these two 
leagues, that I’m sure more leagues 
would find it helpful in renewing en- 
thusiasm.” 


Learn of other churches 


Four Lutheran churches on the east 
side of Cleveland, Ohio, recently 
made an attempt to clear up some of 
the questions leaguers ask about other 
faiths. Judaism was discussed by a 
rabbi, Quakerism was described by 
the Rev. Amos Henry, Greek Ortho- 
dox teachings were explained by a 
priest, and Lutheran doctrine was out- 
lined by the Rey. Dale C. Recker. 


Average attendance at each of the 
four sessions was 100. Participating 
churches were Calvary, First English, 
Messiah, and St. James’. A committee 
consisting of four pastors, four ad- 
visers, and four leaguers made the 
plans. 


Edmonton youth federation 

Active in Edmonton, Alberta, is the 
Lutheran Youth Federation, composed 
of young people of all branches of — 
the Lutheran church in the city. Two 
representatives from each league serve 
on the council. 

Purpose of the organization is: 

1) To encourage cooperation and 
Christian fellowship among 
Lutheran youth. 

2) To provide a united voice in 
Christian action. 

3) To aid in the realization of the 
church universal. 

Recently elected officers are: Ray- 
mond Christensen, Calvary, president; 
Leah Kunkel, Trinity (ULC) vice- 
president; Evelyn Lund, Augustana, 
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secretary; and Edwin Querengesser, 
Faith (ULC) treasurer. Meetings are 
held monthly. 

George H. Staffler, first treasurer 
and one of the organizers of the 
synodical Luther League of Western 
Canada, died suddenly, Jan. 12. 
“George will be long remembered in 
Western Canada,” LutTHER Lire Cor- 
respondent Ann Moertelmeyer writes 
“as one of the best.” 


The searchlight swings 

A pamphlet on stewardship, “Three 
for One,” written by Luther Leaguer 
Martua WAHLBERG, Houston, Tex., 
is being published by the Lutheran 
Laymen’s Movement. It will be dis- 
tributed in the U. S. and Canada and 
in ULC missions and _ associated 
churches in the West Indies, South 
America, Africa, India, Japan, and 
Hongkong. Twenty-one-year-old Mar- 
tha is a LurHer Lire correspondent 
and president of Grace LL, Houston. 

GynitH Girrin, president of the 
Kansas LL, was one of seven admitted 
to the 1953 women’s honor group at 
the University of Wichita recently. 

Midwest LL’s District II adopted 
the name Columbus District at its 
spring rally at Creston, Nebr. A total 
of 68 leaguers registered... . 


Loyalty gifts 

Other leagues seemed determnied 
to prove that North Carolina is not 
the only synod that can express its 
loyalty to LLA’s youth program by 
contributing to special gifts. Until the 
last six months of 1951, North Caro- 
lina had consistently contributed more 
than any other group. 

Central Pennsylvania — Wills LL, 
Somerset; St. James’ LL, Red Lion. 
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Canada — Walter WHackborn, St. 


‘Jacob’s; St. John’s LL, Bamberg; Zion 


Young People’s LL, Stratford; St. 
James’ LL, St..Jacob’s; St. Peter’s LL, 
Linwood; St. Paul’s LL, Bridgeport; 
Guelph LL. 

Florida—St. John’s LL, Jacksonville. 

Georgia-Alabama—Mr. and Mrs. P. 
G. Schafer, Savannah. 

Midwest—Midwest Synodical LL; 
Zion LL, Hooper; Robert Ogan, Cres- 
ton LL; Christ LL; Ellis; St. Paul’s 
LL, Leigh. 

Pennsylvania Ministerium—St. John’s 
LL, Honesdale; Philadelphia Confer- 
ence LL. 

North Carolina—Antioch LL, Dal- 
las; St. Paul’s LL, Startown; St. An- 
drew’s LL, Hickory; Macedonia LL, 
Burlington; Daniel’s LL, Lincolton; 
Center Grove LL, Kannapolis; Eman- 
uel LL, Rockwell; St. John’s LL, Con- 
cord. 

Pittsburgh—Brush Creek LL, Irwin. 

Texas—Victoria. Loyal LL; Wee- 
satche LL; Swiss Alp Intermediate 
LL; Inez LL; Swiss Alp Senior and 
Intermediate LL; Clara Roitsch. 


Memorial gifts 

Special contributions have been 
given in memory of the following 
people: 

Hoyle Eagle memorialized by St. 
John’s LL, Concord, N. C. 

W. Elvin Smith memorialized by 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter E. Smith, Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

The Rev. L. W. Rupp memorialized 
by the Pittsburgh District of the LL 
of the Pennsylvania executive commit- 
tee. 

Mrs. Harry J. Kurzenknabe memo- 
rialized by the Staff of The Luther 
League of America. 
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Charles F. Conrad memorialized by 
the Rev. and Mrs. Leslie Conrad, Jr., 
and Ann Conrad. 

Nolan Hagens memorialized by 
Swiss Alp, Texas, Intermediate and 
Senior LL. 


Service gifts 

Even before the LLA executive 
committee could select a name for the 
new $1 service gift, Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania leaguers started sending 
their contributions. This money will be 
used to acquaint seminarians and dea- 
coness students with the program of 
LLA and to subsidize the sending of 
LurHer Lire to men and women in 
the armed forces at the special $1 
rate. 

Pennsylvania Ministerium — Anna- 
mary Smith, Ruth Wiker, Phyllis 
Hepfmer, Henry Gerhart, Oscar Lin- 
gle, Gertrude Terraschke, George 
Schmid, Robert Schaeffer, Anna Kish, 
Willard Sowers. 

Elizabeth Turkheimer, Howard 
Turkheimer, Jr., Betty Ann Turk- 
heimer, Betty Swinehart, Ruth Fass- 
hauer, Violet Gehrig, Violet White, 
Virginia Jones, Lois Bitsko, Hannah 
Stewart, Edgar Zerbe, Julie Walton, 
Blanche Swearer, Horace Swearer, 
Lane Shank, the Rev. Earl F. Rahn. 

Illinois—The Rey. Arthur M. Knud- 
sen. 

Special—Bill Laird. 


Audio-visual aids 

This month suggestions are made 
only for “Marriage Isn’t a Bed of 
Roses,” beginning on page 20. 

The black and white filmstrip “Boy 
Marries Girl” may be obtained from 
the audio-visual aids department of 
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the United Lutheran Publication 
House, 1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 
7, Pa. Rental: 75¢ plus postage. 

A 16 mm. sound film “Who’s Boss?” 
(from the Marriage for Moderns Se- 
ries) is available from the Religious 
Film Association, 1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. (Branch offices in 
major cities. ) 


LUTHER LIFE writers .. . 


Several authors make their LuTHER 
Lire debut in this issue. Readers, I 
am sure, will agree that they should 
be asked to write again. 

The Rev. Clifton M. Weihe is asso- 
ciate director of evangelism with the 
ULC Board of Social Missions . . . 
The Rev. W. Richard Fritz is librarian 
at Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary, Columbia, S. C.... 

The Rev. Hugh E. Baumgartner, 
Jr., is a Lutheran pastor in Anniston, 
Ala. . . . Mrs. Gerald G. Neely re- 
cently celebrated, with her husband, 
20 years of service to Christ Church, 
York, Pa. Yes, they lead their young 
people in the very successful youth 
program described in “No Minors Ad- 
mitted!” ... 

Dr. R. E. Ehlert is a dentist in 
Colorado Springs, Colo. He is a mem- 
ber of the executive committee of the 
Rocky Mountain Synod and a past 
president of the Rocky Mountain 
Brotherhood . . . Miss Charlotte Mc- 
Dermon, who has been a regular con- 
tributor to LurHer Lirz, knows what 
she’s talking about in “What Good Is 
High School?” She is employed by 
the Colorado Springs, Colo., School 
District in the department of measure- 
ments and standards. This division 
conducts tests “of every sort” for 
9,500: pupils. 
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A PAIR of Pentecost leaguers get directions to their first stop in the Mil- 
waukee “scavenger hunt.” This Luther League discovered that 138 young people 
in the parish were not active in their youth fellowship. 


Scaueuger Aunt for Soules 


By CLIFTON M. WEIHE 


T happened in Milwaukee last 

winter. Pentecost Church was 
beginning a program of lay evan- 
gelism. The guest leader “tapped the 


AUGUST, 1952 


league on the shoulder” by asking, 
“What are you going to do about ites 
The usual answer came: “What can 
we do about it? How do we go about 
taking our place in the evangelism 
program of the congregation?” 


Eleven 


THe 12 LeEacuers tossed these 
questions back and forth and then 
decided to consult Miss Dolores An- 
gerer, Pentecost’s parish worker, and 
their pastor, the Rev. A. G. Streich. 
Together they scanned the parish rolls 
and found that 1388 young people in 
the church were not active Luther 
leaguers. Surely this was one good 
place to begin. After winning Pente- 
cost’s youth to active league member- 
ship and to more active church and 
church school attendance, they would 
have the resources to approach the 
youth outside the church. 


Two by two 

Looking forward to September, 
when a new period of activity always 
follows the summer lull, they made 
plans. They would go out, two by 
two, on a Sunday afternoon, calling 
on the other youth who were already 
members of the church. The leaguers 
would invite them to come along to 
an informal supper that would be fol- 
lowed by a league program. This 
would be a “scavenger hunt” for souls! 

This pattern of visitation is a fa- 
miliar one in the life of the church. 
Jesus practiced it with his followers 
(see St. Luke, chapter 10). In recent 
years it has become a practice in most 
of American Christendom. 

And it has produced results. After 
a program of visitation evangelism 
was promoted throughout the conti- 
nent by the Lutheran Commission on 
Evangelism in 1949-50, it was found 
that out of every 100 home visits 
made, there resulted 53 commitments 
to (a) prepare for church member- 
ship, (b) baptism or confirmation, (c) 
church. school attendance. And that 
among people outside the congrega- 
tion! 


Twelve 


s 
One Canadian congregation’s two- 
night visitation resulted in 73 pledges 
of renewed Christian church life. 


Furthermore, it was discovered that 
when youth called, results appeared 
even better than when older members 
made the visit. In fact, this writer 
has never seen a teen-ager go out 
calling who did not bring back some 
results. 


Are you afraid? 

If the thought of visiting for your 
church or Jeague fairly freezes the red 
corpuscles in your quaking knees, 
youre quite normal. It’s a big job. 
It’s quite worthy of your entire ener- 
gies and concern. This is no “two-bit 
operation.” Like anything worthwhile, 
it requires careful planning, prepara- 
tion, and “follow-through.” 


Where to begin 

The surge of interest in evangelism 
among youth is not confined to iso- 
lated situations. All over the ULC 
youth are asking questions on the 
“What can we?” and “How do we?” 

In the remainder of this article help 
for the youth of every parish in the 
church is offered. This is not just for 
a city parish or just for a large parish. 
It can and is being done in small 
rural parishes, like the St. Jacob’s- 
Conestoga, Ontario, parish of which 
the Rev. Harold Brosé is pastor. 

Under Pastor Brose’s leadership, a 
manual has been prepared for league 
evangelism by the Canada Luther 
League. The Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania Luther League has also is- 
sued such a guide. 

1. Prayer—Any real growth in the 
spirit of evangelism begins and con- 
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Grace to Witness 
We pray thy mercy, Lord, 


That as we cross the threshold of 
the home 

Thou wilt open the door to the 
hearts. 


Direct our conversation, Lord, 


That we may witness for thee 
and that men 
May hear thy voice and respond 
to thy invitation. 
IN JESUS’ NAME. AMEN. 


tinues with prayer. This prayer by the 
leaguers should be for their own needs 
and for the spiritual purposes of the 
league, for the other youth whose fel- 
lowship they want as co-workers, for 
the growth of all youth into a mature 
faith. 

2. Planning — Careful advance 
planning will increase the success of 
any plans to reach other youth. 

a. Set the goal— 

—To seek out youth in the con- 
gregation for league mem- 
bership, for church school 
and church attendance; or 

—To reach out among the un- 
churched youth in the com- 
munity; or, if ready, 

—To do both, evangelism among 
the church and unchurched 
youth. 

b. Set the dates— 

—For instruction in visitation, 
possibly three meetings (see 
Nore in next column). 

—For the visitation. 

—For planning more helpful and 
satisfying league meetings. 
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(This is important. Prospec- 
tive leaguers will not come 
twice if your sessions are 


flat). 


NOTE: For visitation instruction, helps 
are obtainable through your pastor: “In- 
terviewing People for Christ and Winning 
Them for His Kingdom” (Board of Social 
Missions, 231 Madison Ave., New York 
16, N. Y., at 3¢ per copy); “Approved 
Unto God,” manual for lay visitation of 
the Lutheran Commission on Evangelism 
(United Lutheran Publication House). 

Ask your pastor if he has copies of the 
tracts of the Lutheran Commission on 
Evangelism program, such as ‘‘Were Your 
Fingers Crossed at Confirmation,” “The 
Meaning of Baptism,” “We Went to Com- 
munion Today.” It is possible that through 
your conference or synod chairman of 
evangelism you can obtain for use a turn- 
over chart “They Went Forth Two by 
Two.” This is helpful in making visita- 
tions. More on preparation follows below. 


3. Preparation— 

a. A card for each visit, includ- 
ing name, address, other fam- 
ily members, and church rela- 
tionships of all concerned. 

b. One or more mailings to those 
who are to be visited, inviting 
them to league, church, and 
church school. 

c. Visitors will go out in teams of 
two. Plan teams in advance, 
and whom they are to visit. 
Allow team a fair choice; there 
may be good personal reasons 
why they do not want to make 
certain visits. But still make 
assignments in advance. (All 
the girls may want to call on 
the handsomer boys, and there 
just aren't enough to go 
around. ) 
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d. Assign duties for those plan- 
ning league meetings and 
luncheons. 

e. Discuss all this with your pas- 
tor. He will be able to help 
you in your approach to the 
other youth, especially because 
he knows family and personal 
situations and special prob- 
lems. It may be that there are 
some who should not be vis- 
ited at that particular time. He 
will know. 

f. If any printed messages are to 
be left in the homes, plan that 
in advance and include them 
in the envelopes witb the 
cards. 

4. Psychology (we just had to keep 
a series of “P’s”!) Here are 
some things to remember when 
visiting: 

a. Be confident. You are doing 
the Lord’s work. He is with 
you. The results are his, too, 
so don‘t worry about anything 
but doing your job. 

b. Be yourself. Be natural. No 
“superior attitude”: “I go to 
church; you ‘baddies’ don’t!” 
Be friendly, helpful, winsome. 

c. Speak from your heart. Don't 
force “piety” or scold. 

d. Answer any criticism kindly. 
(Probably there won't be 
any.) Be kindly, friendly, 
avoid “gossip.” (Look it up in 
Webster’s. ) 

e. State the purpose of your call. 
Extend your invitation. 

f. If necessary, admit that the 
league isn’t what you'd all like 
it to be, but only their pres- 
ence will make it what we all 
(and God) want it to be. 
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5. Pursuit (did it again!) 

The sequence of a call: 

a. Meet briefly for assignments 
and prayer. Invite your pastor 
to be present. 

b. Leave ‘quietly for calls in a 
spirit of joy and the sense of 
God’s presence. 

c. Go directly to first home. Be- 
fore entering have silent or 
spoken prayer as a team. 

d. Introduce selves, if necessary. 
(It’s better for fellowship rea- 
sons not to call on the ones 
you know too well.) 


“Tm Bill Smith. This is Jim Jones. 
We're calling from Trinity Luther 
League. May we have a few minutes 
to chat with you?” 


That’s one way of getting started. 
Then give your invitation to the 
league meeting tonight, or Sunday 
night, or Wednesday night, whenever 
it is. Talk up your helpful church 
services, your enjoyment of church 
school, the youth choir, and so forth. 


(Before you make your first visit, 
be sure to have thought through what 
the church and God mean to you. 
Since you are issuing a special invi- 
tation, you should know why it is 
important for people to establish a 
close relationship to the church and 


God.) 


Actually, you don’t have to be too 
much concerned about meeting ex- 
cuses, objections, criticisms. The very 
fact that you are coming to visit some 
of them will knock them speechless! 
They will appreciate it and be pleased 
and happy, if your spirit is right. 
Enter a friend and leave a friend, and 
youll bring a friend! 
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Now what? 

As many of you have already 
leamed in other fields of endeavor, 
it’s a lot easier to get there than to 
stay there. It’s easy enough to win 
someone, but to hold a person to a 
growing life in the church, in the 
league, is quite another thing. 


Perhaps your whole program will 
have to be examined in the light of 
an enriched group of workers. If you 
treat them as “victims” of a “cam- 
paign,” you deserve to lose them! But 
God doesn’t deserve it, nor do they. 


With your adviser and pastor, re- 
study your league’s program. Perhaps 
youll want to change the time of 
meeting. (Your present time for it 
isn’t necessarily the best. Maybe a 
week-night would be better.) Maybe 
your stereotyped program needs a 
transfusion of new blood and better 
brains. Perhaps “topics” get in the 
way of inspiration. Perhaps you need 
a worthwhile “service project,” or a 
change of committee or office per- 
sonnel. Maybe your age-group divi- 
sion needs a changeover. 


One way to accomplish a “resur- 
rection” of the spirit of a league is 
to bring in a large, new group, and 
carefully activate them in planning 
and enlivening and improving the 
league. This should not be “to have 
a bigger and better league.” The aim 
should be for the league “to be a bet- 
ter and stronger and more devoted 
arm of the congregation.” 


Then the Christian joy and fellow- 
ship shared there will bring about a 
deeper sense of loyalty on the part 
of all the youth in the parish. 
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BASIC MATERIALS 


1. You Shall Be My Witnesses, by Wil- 
liam S. Avery and Royal E. Lesher. An 
excellent study book on Evangelism. Order 
from the United Lutheran Publication 
House, 1228 Spruce St,. Philadelphia 7, 
Pa., 90 cents. 


2. Here’s How to Win Youth for Christ, 
prepared by the Methodist Youth Fetlow- 
ship. Written especially for young people, 
“this action handbook is for you”! Order 
from the Methodist Publishing House, Nash- 


ville, Tenn., 20 cents. 


3. Let’s Go Calling! by William S. 
Avery. A practical booklet describing the 
steps in visiting. Order from the ULPH 
(address above), 12 cents. 


4. Reaching for Them. Includes some 
good pointers on how to answer excuses. 
Order from the Board of Social Missions, 
ULCA, 231 Madison Ave., New York 16, 
N. Y. 


5. Reclaiming People for Christ. A 
good four-page leaflet. Order from the 
Board of Social Missions (address above). 


6. Approved unto God. Contains fairly 
detailed instructions for visiting. Order 
from the Lutheran Commission on Evan- 
gelism, 327 S. LaSalle St., Chicago 4, Il- 
linois. 


7. Helping Other Young People to Be 
Christian. Especially valuable for its list 
of “Proposed Things to Be Done’’ on pages 
21-22. Order from the United Christian 
Youth Movement, NCCCUSA, 79 E. Adams 
St., Chicago 3, Ill., 30 cents. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


The Luther League of America will pro- 
vide, free of charge, copies of LUTHER 
LIFE for visitation teams to leave in the 
homes of prospective leaguers. When 
ordering the number of copies that your 
league will need, please state that they 
will be used in your program of evan- 
gelism. 
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Rally for the Conflict 


Youth Sunday — September 21 


Two types of program are offered for your use on 
Youth Sunday. For those who prefer an unusual presenta- 
tion, a pantomime has been prepared. If adequately re- 
hearsed, it can result in a stirring service. 


For those who wish the more formal approaches, 
speeches have been written. These may be memorized by 
the young people delivering them. 


Both the pantomime and the speeches are on the fol- 


lowing pages. 


By W. RICHARD FRITZ 


HIS pantomime ties together 
(ae whole program of the 
United Lutheran Church for 
its young people. It is based upon 
the Luther League Rally Hymn (578 
CSB, 294 PSH). Key phrases for each 
organization are chosen from the 
hymn. It should be sung immediately 
preceding the presentation of the pan- 
tomime. 

The script can be adapted to either 
an ordinary stage with drop curtain 
or to a temporary platform. The pan- 
tomime can either be presented as a 
silhouette behind a thin curtain with 
light outlining the scene or by “liv- 
ing pictures” in which the partici- 
pants do not move. The latter is pre- 
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ferred. 

The number taking part is flexible. 
The same people can be used in each 
scene. The necessity of rapid scene 
changing, however, makes it more 
convenient to have separate casts for 
each. 

Time is the primary factor in suc- 
cess everything must move 
smoothly and quickly and, above all, 
quietly. 5 

The scenes should be as simple as 
possible and should present but one 
unmistakable idea. Suggestions are as 
follows: 


ScenE I—The Sunday School: 
Theme is “We have chosen Christ the 
better part.” . . . Ordinary Sunday 
school class in session (younger chil- 
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dren preferred), chairs in semi-circle 
with books and other equipment. No 
movement. Teacher may be in pose 
of gesturing. Above all, the young 
people should not look as though they 
were being watched! Hold positions 
until curtain is drawn (or lights put 
out. ) 


ScenE II — Confirmation Class: 
Theme is “We've given our alle- 
giance.” . . . Hand of pastor is placed 
on head of one of group of kneeling 
confirmands. This scene is most effec- 
tive if an altar with lighted candles 
is used. Confirmands and _ pastor 
should be robed. The solemnity of 
dedication is the prevailing atmos- 
phere (cf. narrative). Number of 
confirmands is flexible. 


Scene I]I—Luther League: Theme 
is “To serve without surcease.” .. . 
Luther League meeting or other activ- 
ity that definitely associates this scene 
with the Luther League. Perhaps the 
group can be represented as engaging 
in a service project for the church. 


ScenE IV—Boy and Girl Scouts: 
Theme is “To battle for the right.” 
. .. Troop meeting or other activity. 
If possible, have scouts dressed in uni- 
forms with emblems, symbols, etc. in 
plain view. 


Scene V—Junior or Young People’s 
Choir: Theme is “To cheer our souls 
with song.” . . . Those robed for con- 
firmation scene may participate here. 
Choir in act of singing. Again pref- 
erably before an altar. Music in evi- 
dence and mouths open as if singing. 


Wise use of lighting in all scenes 
will add much to the effectiveness of 
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this pantomime. Rehearsals are neces- 
sary in order to obtain smooth coor- 
dination. One person should be des- 
ignated as stage manager. Scenes 
should be moved with silence and 
rapidity at the proper times. 

The key to effectiveness lies in the 
narrator (who should be out of sight). 
The script is so written as to convey 
by intelligent and forceful reading the 
spirit and vigor, as well as the unity, 
of the church’s whole youth program. 
The narrator should have a mature 
voice. Rehearsals should allow for the 
proper adjustments to be made in tim- 
ing between scenes. 

Scenes should be displayed gener- 
ally during those parts of the narra- 
tive that are in bold face type. 

There should be no pause between 
sections of the narrative by the reader 
except where the continuity is not ap- 
parent. 


Narration 

(The hymn “O Christians, Leagued 
Together” has just been sung.) 

Narrator (with feeling): “Chris- 
tians leagued together” . . . well, it’s 
a good song... . It has punch! .. . 
and spirit! . . . makes you want to 
stand up when you thought you didn’t 
... sorta lifts you! . . . and, of course, 
when a whole congregation of us sing 
it with all our might . . . it kinda 
brings your heart up in your throat 
. .. it’s swell! And the words! “O 
Christians, leagued together to battle 
for the right, arise and don your 
armor—put the foe to flight. We've 
given our allegiance to serve without 
surcease the mighty Lord of Armies 
and gentle Prince of Peace... . All 
hail our glorious Saviour, we march 
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where thou hast trod . . . to seek thy 
house of triumph, the city of our 
God.” . . . great words those . . . 
Trumpets, banners, armor . . . oh, the 
wonder and glory of it . . . the beauty 
and majesty of it. . . this Christian 
life! 

Only something doesn’t quite click 
does itP ...I mean... It’s swell 
while we are singing away . . . the 
music and the words together inspire 
us so that we can almost see our- 
selves in bright, shining steel armor, 
with the light of God’s radiance 
streaming everywhere around us, ban- 
ners fluttering in the wind. . . the 
distant call of the bugle piercing the 
dust and smoke . . . the last note 
hanging there! (change mood). . . 
AND THEN WE SIT DOWN ... 
for the hymn is sung . . . What then? 

IS THAT WHAT MY CHRISTIAN 
hI EE IS REARIGY sc Kb? sr aeeslt 
seems almost like making believe . . . 
Where, after all, is the glory and hon- 
or, the trumpets and armor? ... 
where is the enemy? . . . where, in 
fact, is the BATTLE? .. . and if this 
isn’t what the Christian life is like 

. well, it isn’t quite fair to make 
us feel that way with a song. 


Scene | 
Narrator: Let’s go back to where 
most of us began this adventure that 
we call the Christian life . . . Try 
to recall your Sunday school class as 


you see it every Sunday . . . (curtain 
opens) 
Familiar isn’t it? . . . there the 


teacher and you and six or eight of 
your friends are, sitting around 
with books in your laps .. . lis- 
tening to one another and the teacher 


Eighteen 


. talking together for 30 minutes 
or so once a week . . . doesn’t seem 
to be very much going on. . . very 
little certainly to stir your hearts with 
the thrill of battle or anything like 


that . . . surely the hymn isn’t talking 
about our Sunday school class! .. . 

ITO ISH THOUGH». slookinewe a. 
there it is . . . see the words “We 


have chosen Christ, the better part?’ 
. . . We have chosen Christ . . . we 
have chosen Christ (with feeling) .. . 
how those words echo and re-echo 

. why, that’s a challenge . . . a 
challenge to battle . . . the battle 
that will be yours for the rest of your 


life . . . choosing Christ or something 
else! . . . there’s glory and trumpets 
in it . . . deep down inside . . . we 


are choosing Christ and learning to 
choose him Sunday after Sunday in 
this quiet hour . . . building in our- 
selves this knowledge and this truth 
about God against the day when 
we will sorely need it. (Curtain closes) 


How wonderful a thing that God 
should begin to show to our opening 
minds the greatest thoughts in the 
world . . . eternal things, mighty 
things . . . thoughts to build a life 
upon ... Here then we begin to pre- 
pare for the battle . . . here we take 
our basic training . . . learning how 
to fight the good fight of faith. 


Scene Il ' 

Narrator (Slight pause): . . . Well, 
the days and years pass . . . summer 
vacations pass . . . we pass from third 
grade to fourth . . . we are promoted 
from one Sunday school class to the: 
next... and next ... THEN ONE 
DAY THE PASTOR ANNOUNCES 
THAT. ALL OF THE 12- OR 13- OR 
14-YEAR-OLD KIDS WILL BEGIN 
CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION 
NEXT WEEK.... 
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Catechetical instruction? Sounds 
terrible . . . what in the world is it? 
. . . we soon learn that our church 
has always believed that her people 
should know what God wants of them 

. what God promises us . . . how 
God can answer our needs before we 
hardly know what those needs are 
.. . We learn the 10 commandments 
one by one . . . and what they mean 
today ... it isn't easy .. . all those 
long meanings to be memorized .. . 
but we plug along . . . partly because 
that is what mother and dad seem to 
want . . . and the pastor . . . then 
slowly as we go along we begin to 
see that it all adds up . . . the pastor 
begins to tell us about God the Fa- 
ther who made us and then gave his 
Son to the world when he didn’t have 


to at all... to be a child and to 
grow up and to die . . . to die be- 
cause .we needed help . . . to die and 


then to rise again to show us that 
there isn’t anything in the world... 
either living or dying ... . to be afraid 
of . . . (curtain opens.) 


And that means a great deal when 
we are getting ready for a battle. . . 
to know there isn’t’ anything to fear! 
. . . Then comes the day that is the 
eve of battle . . . our confirmation 


... It’s a wonderful day .. . and it’s 
there in the song, too... ‘We've 
given our allegiance” . . . Here be- 


fore the altar of God we know we 
want to make Christ ours . . . be- 
cause our strength and happiness, 
our armor comes from being with 
him and being a part of all that he 
has gone through for me... . It is a 
holy moment . . . it’s the time when 
we say to ourselves, | do believe in 
God .. . | do see so many failures 
. .. | do want to be sure and certain 
with the certainty and comfort that 
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| may have in the Lord’s Supper. .. . 
(Curtain closes) 


This is the part of the battle that 
is determination, judging our forces 
against those of the enemy, dedicat- 
ing our best to our Master . . . there 
is glory in that . . . trumpets in our 
souls . . . but the trumpets that mean 
peace always ... we have given our 
allegiance... 


Scene Ill 


Narrator: Well, . . . allegiance to 
do what . . . when does the battle 
begin? PP... Allegiance to SERVE 
WITHOUT SURCEASE .... the ded- 
ication, the altar, the spoken vows 

they mean little without this 
. . . It would be a shameful thing for 
our church to bring us to this point 

. . to this altar . . . to this dedica- 
tion and then say . . . “Now you are 
to serve Christ” . . . give us a shove 
and say “begin.” 

There is a place for us now... 
in this crucial hour . . . in these cru- 
cial years between childhood and ma- 
turity . . . there is a place for you 
in the Luther League . . . God’s re- 
serve man-power the training 
maneuvers . . . the opportunity to be- 
gin at once to serve Christ and his 
cause .. . your organization . . . the 
focus of youth activity for you... 
your chance to make real in your life 
the promises you made before the 
altar . . . You are not left alone there 
wondering what comes next. . . you 
are led from the altar to the Luther 
League .. . (Curtain opens)... 


You learn to share with others your 
spiritual gains . . . you learn to lead 


(Continued on page 59) 
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MARRIAGE 


is not a bed of roses 


By Hugh E. Baumgartner, Jr. 


OMETIMES I wonder if all of 
S the soft music, pink sweetness, 

and white perfection of our wed- 
ding services isn’t pretty misleading. 
Certainly they are to suggest the per- 
fect origin of marriage and the goal 
to be obtained. But it might be more 
realistic to throw in some bolder col- 
ors. 

For instance, a flash of red would 
symbolize those inevitable clashes that 
will arise out of mixing different tem- 
peraments. Few chemical compounds 
that result in anything valuable can 
be combined without a few reactions. 
So it is with personality mixtures. 

And it would seem to me to be 
more honest to throw in some deep 
shadows of blue to warn of those 
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“moods” and depths of discourage- 
ment that will darken your pastel 
partnership in spite of all your 
dreams. 

I suppose it’s a good thing to have 
impressed upon one’s memory the in- 
describable beauty of the bride and 
the slicked-down handsomeness of the 
groom. Perhaps those will carry us 
over the rougher spots of hair curlers 
and bear-covered chins. Nevertheless, 
if you expect your marriage to be a 
carry-over of the moonlight and roses 
of courtship, or a continuation of the 
inspiring walk down the enchanted 
aisle to your knight in shining armor, 
it would be well to remember that 
knights are known for fighting as well 
as being gallant. 
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Every young person who is antici- 
pating marriage in this romantic mood 
should become acquainted with the 
young writer whose whispey descrip- 
tion of love was turned down by the 
wise editor. He informed her that 
love was walking the floor at midnight 
with a crying baby. 


Ir you INSIST on referring to mar- 
riage as a “bed of roses,” keep in 
mind the hard work involved in nur- 
turing and cultivating such a lovely 
garden. I'll go along with you if you 
recognize that fact. I'll even say that 
marriage offers a more beautiful and 
satisfying possibility. 

Look at some of the necessary cul- 
tivation. Most rose beds are started 
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with cuttings that require pruning and 
adjusting to new soil. They need time 
to grow into strong plants before pro- 
ducing their loveliest flowers, all the 
while enduring the rain and sun, fair 
weather and foul. Marriage is much 
like that. 

Think of the pruning. Inasmuch as 
we are being completely cold-blooded 
in this matter, we might as well admit 
that money plays a large role in 
marriage. If you have been plan- 
ning under the false impression that 
two can live as cheaply as one, you 
might as well understand that by such 
arithmetic they can live only half as 
long. 

One of the first prunings that most 
marriages seem to need is on the 
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dream of immediately building a 
beautiful bungalow all furnished with 
the latest gadgets and a shiny car 
parked in the garage. It is not to be 
forgotten also that Dad’s finances have 
had a lot longer to accumulate and 
probably have much deeper roots than 
those of the new head-of-the-house. 
In spite of all his feverish promises to 
lay the world at your feet if you will 
only say “Yes,” there’s a little buying 
and paying involved. Some pruning 
of desires is usually in order. 

No doubt a few branches of “lib- 
erties” and “single independence” will 
also need to be trimmed. It may have 
made little difference whether or not 
your schedule in single days was faith- 
fully followed. When the boss says 
that the man of the house must punch 
the clock at eight, however, the fact 
that you are accustomed to sleeping 
until 8:30 won’t make much of an 
impression. On the other hand, the 
old habit of shooting the bull with the 
boys after hours probably didn’t cause 
the waiter at the comer hotdog stand 
too much heartache. But when the 
little wife has slaved (successfully or 
not) over a hot stove and risked her 
life and beauty before the onslaught 
of popping grease and piping pots, 
the cooling effect of your tardiness on 
her hot supper somehow has the op- 
posite result on her temper. 

Pruning is proper with some of your 
habits also. No matter how much sat- 
isfaction you may get out of testing 
your grip by strangling the life out of 
the toothpaste tube, such brutality 
probably won't fit in at all with your 
bride’s sense of daintiness. Strange as 
it may seem, the sense of security that 
is achieved by the female mind as it 
revels over a half-dozen sheer nylons 


Twenty-two 


drying, isn’t achieved by the groping 
male who can find only their flimsi- 
ness when a towel is needed to re- 
move soap from his eyes. There has 
to be a pruning of individual desires 
and habit patterns to reserve the 
sources of strength for the basic 
things. There has to be a curbing of 
self out of love for the loved one. 


WHAT ABOUT THE ADJUSTMENTS of 
transplanting? With roses it usually 
is accomplished with a little watering, 
some chemical fertilizers, and careful 
timing. With human beings it’s not 
always so simple. 

A few days before my own wedding 
I received a letter from none other 
than “Conrad, Jr.” It was filled with 
the wisdom of the sages. Among other 
things, he offered this advice: “The 
first year is the hardest. After that it 
gets easier.” 

I suppose it’s the same with roses. 
Just as no two spots are the same in 
transplanting, no two family circles 
are identical. Some adjustments have 
to be made. This is only logical when 
you consider that not only are two 
different backgrounds being brought 
together, but an entirely new one is 
in process of being formed. 

The fact that Mary’s family found 
pleasure in a great deal of entertain- 
ing isn’t going to be easily erased out 
of her life by the fact that John has 
been accustomed to a family tradition 
that found its satisfaction in staying so 
busily occupied as not to allow time 
for such sociability. It may be that 
breakfast in bed and Sunday morning 
spent lounging around with the soci- 
ety page and funnies is the essence of 
peace for you. But that won’t prove 
very satisfying for John who has been 
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accustomed to find peace in the in- 
spiration of worship and the promises 
of God’s truth. 


To complicate the matter more, 
when the garden is new it is some- 
times difficult to determine whether 
the inlaws are going to contribute to 
the loveliness or only turn out to be 
weeds. Be sure that some adjusting 
is necessary. 


But GETTING BACK to our rose 
bed . . . all of the pruning, selecting, 
transplanting, and cultivating would 
be of no value were it not for the 
touch of God which provides the mir- 
acle of life that matures the bushes 
and_ produces the lovely buds. 


Such is the case with marriage. If 
it is to grow into the rich possibilities 
that God had in mind when he or- 
dained it, his influence must be pres- 
ent. There’s the best reason for start- 
ing this new relationship in the proper 
place, the church. From the begin- 
ning God may bless it. 


Nothing is quite so effective as mo- 
ments of prayer, periods of devotion, 
the wisdom and guidance of God’s 
Word to supply the strength and en- 
durance necessary to weather the 
storms and the heat, to provide the 
patience with which to mature into 
the full possibilities of married love. 
Whether or not your “bed of roses” 
produces fragrant flowers depends 
upon the willingness of you and your 
life partner to let God have a hand 
in this glorious thing he invented. 


WORSHIP 


Hymn: “Love Divine,” CSB 276 
Scripture: Ephesians 5:22-33 
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Prayer: From Collects and Prayers, No. 
145, page 78 


Topic: It may be presented as a discus- 
sion between a bride and groom and 
his or her parents. The elders advise 
the young people out of their experi- 
ence. Or it may be presented as a 
boy and girl seeking the advice of 
their pastor in planning for marriage. 
(The pastor could be asked to par- 
ticipate with the leaguers in the pro- 
gram. ) 

Discussion 


Hymn: “O Perfect Love,” CSB 415 (As 
a solo, or read meaningfully ) 


Closing prayer or benediction 


RESOURCE MATERIALS 


The Order for Marriage, 
Service Book, page 265. 


Common 


Study Packet on Marriage and the 
Family, compiled by the ULC Board of 
Social Missions. 


The Common Ventures of Life, by E. 
Trueblood, chapter on mariage. 


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


1. How would you solve the financial 
problems that often plague marriage? 
Remember that “an ounce of preventoin 
is worth a pound of cure.” 


2. Why is an understanding concern- 
ing church relationships important? Re- 
member that real convictions are not 
easily changed or dismissed. 


83. How can different social levels and 
habits complicate things? | Remember 
that “birds of a feather flock together.” 


4. Can the budget be balanced better 
if the wife is a wise home maker, or the 
other bread winner? 


5. What values come from seeking 
God’s help through prayer, worship to- 
gether, conferences with the pastor, and 
the use of helps provided by the church? 
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igh School? 


What Good Is H 
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By Charlotte McDerm 


LUTHER LIFE 


Twenty-four 


N 18-year-old girl came into 
A my office recently for a work 

permit. After finishing the 
ninth grade she had quit school and 
married. Now she and her husband 
have separated and she has a year-old 
child to support. 

Although she is a girl of high intel- 
ligence she wanted a job in a factory 
manufacturing small electrical parts. 
I questioned her about her decision to 
take this job in which she would have 
to sit behind a machine and do one 
small. task over and over for eight 
hours every day. Her reply was pa- 
thetic. 

“T made a terrible mistake by not 
staying in high school,” she said. “But 
I can’t return to school now. I have 
my child to support. And this com- 
pany pays the highest wages in town.” 

This is only one of the daily trage- 
dies of the people who don’t stop to 
think of the future. I wonder if some- 
one like this girl might not be able 
to do more with young people con- 
templating quitting school than could 
all the counselors we hire to do such 
jobs. 


IN THE PAST we heard much about 
people succeeding because they were 
hard workers and knew how to get 
along well with others. This is still 
true to an extent. But our work-a-day 
world has become much more special- 
ized and competitive. Today if two 
men or women apply for the same job, 
in almost every case the one with the 
most education will be hired. 

Three leading men in the field of 
education have summed up the neces- 
sity of a high school education in 
seven brief statements: “It has dollars 
and cents value;: permits» a wider 
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choice of occupations; helps to give a 
person social ease; provides “funda- 
mental’ training; trains for better citi- 
zenship; provides greater job security 
in times of depression; and helps to 
develop an ability to think and rea- 
son.” 

Any one of these reasons for going 
on to high school is sufficient in itself. 
Taken together, they constitute a 
whole that few people dare do with- 


out. 


A boy I know tried, but didn’t suc- 
ceed. He quit school in the 10th 
grade to work as a carpenter's helper 
at a ridiculously high wage. It was 
possible because a military installa- 
tion was being built nearby. Workers 
were needed, and. the contractors 
werent particular about what kind 
they got. 

John received $50 per week for al- 
most a year. Then the camp was com- 
pleted and his bright balloon bursted. 
He had been a pretty good helper, 
yes, but his boss had moved on to the 
next town and left Johnny behind 
without any recommendation. He 
hounded the employment service 
daily. They had some jobs, but not-at 
the kind of pay Johnny had been get- 
ting. 

Finally a friend persuaded him to 
go back to high school. He not only 
graduated, he went on to college and 
earned a degree. 

Fewer disillusioned young people 
would be wandering around with 
warped personalities if friends could 
persuade them that an education is 
worth far more than temporary wild- 
cat wages. 


SOME TEEN-AGERS complain about 
high school courses. And educators 
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are the first to agree that some sub- 
jects are useless for some students. 
That is the reason for good “prefer- 
ence” tests. Each year is not too often 
to administer an aptitude test to high 
school pupils. Much can be learned 
through them as to what the pupil is 
most interested in and best suited for. 
A person’s aptitude may change some 
from year to year, but the general 
trend remains much the same. If a 
boy shows high mechanical ability 
when he is a freshman, he probably 
will show the same when he is a sen- 
ior. 

After such tests are administered, 
pupils should be guided into courses 
that will best fit their needs: The me- 
chanical into vocational schools . . . 
the scientific into fields of science and 
medicine for boys, nursing and tech- 
nical work for the girls . . . the mu- 
sical and artistic into their respective 
fields . . . the commercial into busi- 
ness. 

Most high schools have at least 
three classifications of students: C.P.’s, 
those taking college preparatory work; 
commercial, those preparing for the 
business work; and general, those who 
probably will not go on beyond high 
school but who will be prepared to 
take jobs in stores and other places 
not requiring specialized training. 

Many things in our high school sys- 
tem could be improved, and educa- 
tors are aware of many of them. On 
the whole, however, a sincere effort is 
being made to give students the 
things they need most to make them 
what they want to be. We could use 
a much wider program of guidance 
with highly trained people in charge. 
And we could well use more voca- 
tional schools for both boys and girls. 
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There is still too much giving of alge- 
bra and chemistry to those who will 
never have any use for them and too 
little preparation for homemaking, 
family rearing, and how to get along 
together. 

A group of eight high school stu- 
dents, ranging from freshman to sen- 
iors, was given the question, “Why 
are you going to high school?” Here 
is a tabulation of their answers: 

© To improve myself mentally and 
physically and to make something of 
my life. 

® To learn the art of getting along 
with other people. 

© To prepare me for what lies 
ahead. 

® Because it is a stepping stone to 
college and adulthood. 

® Because of the fun and enjoy- 
ment it gives me. 
© To satisfy the wishes of my par- 
ents. ; 

© To try for a college scholarship. 

® To get a possible deferment 
from army service. 

® To be able to participate in com- 
petitive sports. 

® To be able to secure a better 
job. 

The first three reasons mentioned 
were almost a 100 per cent concensus. 


YOUNG PEOPLE SHOULD TAKE their 
educational problems to the proper 
people. These may not be their par- 
ents. If your father is determined that 
you be a lawyer because he is one, 
don’t say, “Sure, Dad, I'll be a law- 
yer,” if inwardly you hate the profes- 
sion. Talk the situation over with your 
counselor, who in turn will be glad to 
talk to your parents. 
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And girls, if you desire a career or 
higher education, don’t feel that you 
must marry at 18 because your mother 
did. Marriage is the fulfillment of di- 
vine plan, but it need not be accom- 


plished until you have finished the 
education you really want. Never for 
one moment belittle the fact that a 
good education is just as important in 
maintaining a successful home life and 


Self Rating Chart 


1. Are you willing to accept authority? 


Yiesxce-c. No.......- 

2. Do you resent authority and fight 
against it? VeS-=:25 No-22s: 
3. Are you interested primarily in your- 
self? Yes2o-> Noe 
4. Do you enjoy giving as well as re- 
ceiving? Yes.......- Noiz: 
5. Are you willing to have others make 
your decisions? Yes... Nore: 


6. Do you prefer to make your own 
decisions and take your own responsibility? 


6. Do you have trouble making and 
keeping friends? 
8. Do you enjoy being a friend and 
making friends? 
9. Do you feel inferior or superior to 
others? 
10. Can you take defeat and success 
and not be a complete failure or snob? 


NiGS222- No=22= 
11. Do you wish to put blame on some- 
one else? Yesi==- No. 


12. Are you willing to take the blame 
for what you have done wrong? 


Vesic2:2 No.s.=:- 

13. -Do you prefer to do things alone? 
Yes.2-<. No==- 

14. Do you prefer to do things with 
others? Yest..-- No... 


15. Are you dissatisfied with yourself 
and would like to be someone else? 


16. Can you make the best of what 
you are and have and be content? 
VYese= No2= 


17. Can you entertain yourself in your 
leisure time? 

18. Do you constantly have to be in 
the company of others in order to have a 
good time, and be going somewhere or 
doing some special thing? 


Yesscc. Notes 
19. Are you apt to criticize others? 
Yess Noza= 


20. Are you willing to accept people 
for what they are? 

21. Are you willing to tackle a dif- 
ficult or unpleasant task? 


Yes: =. No&= 
22. Do you try to avoid that which is 
unpleasant? Ves-ae Now 


23. When you make a mistake, does it 
embarrass or worry you? 


24. Do you try to figure out why you 
made it so that it won’t happen again? 


Would suggest that this chart be 
passed out at the meeting and returned 
to the sponsors unsigned. Then at a later 
meeting, after the sponsors have gone 
over them, suggestions for overcoming 
the weaknesses in each case should be 
discussed and the leaguers themselves be 
given a chance to give their viewpoints 
on how best to meet situations. 

Would also suggest that there be a 
general evaluation discussion of high 
school facilities regarding courses offered, 
counseling services offered, etc. Perhaps 
some very valuable suggestions could be 
carried to the high school authorities. 


EE 
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rearing a good family as it is in ac- 
cepting a position outside of the 
home. 

Teen-agers sbould ask themselves, 
“What will I be 10 years from now?” 
What you hope to. be then is what 
you had better be planning for now! 
You cannot expect some stroke of fate 
to lay a job in your lap for which you 
are not prepared. 


Why bo sTUDENTS drop out of high 
school? There are many reasons. And 
each youth thinks his reason is legiti- 
mate: Subjects are beyond him .. . 
parents need financial help . . . he 
dislikes school in general . . . he wants 
to get married. Everyone of these can 
be taken apart and proven a poor 
reason. 

If subjects are beyond a student, 
the matter can be taken to his coun- 
selor, who will direct the student into 
a simpler and more _ satisfactory 
course. This could have happened to 
Bill, who was repeating courses in al- 
gebra and bookkeeping without mak- 
ing any improvement. But he wouldn’t 
change his course because his parents 
had their hearts set on his becoming 
a bookkeeper. 

Although Bill would have. done 
much better at the mechanical course 
suggested by his counselor, he had the 
mistaken idea that an office worker 
was more important than a mechanic. 
He would rather fail at what he 
wanted to do than succeed at what 
he could do well. The result was that 
he soon lost interest and dropped out 
of school. He probably will never be 
either an office worker or a mechanic. 

If money is needed in the home, 
many agencies will finance pupils so 
that they may prepare themselves to 
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support their families better than they 
could if they dropped out of school. 
Myra left school to help support her 
widowed mother. She got a job in a 
dress shop, but her employers soon 
learned how inexperienced she was. 
They let her go. She worked in a 
bakery and then in a candy factory. 

At 17 she returned to the bakery 
where she had the misfortune one day 
to cut off her middle finger. The com- 
pany gave her six weeks’ pay. Since 
she was afraid to return to the bakery 
she got a job in a woolen mill. At 
19 Myra irons shirts in a laundry for 
nine hours a day at 45 cents per hour. 
With such pay she can be of small 
help to her mother. 

If a student dislikes school, there is 
a definite reason or reasons. There is 
always a reason for disliking anything! 
Get at the source and you have the 
solution. 

Mary transferred from a rural to a 
city school inher freshman year. She 
was lonesome for her old friends and 
very bewildered by the size of the 
school. Her preparation was not as 
good as that of her new ‘classmates. 
The girls in the new school laughed 
about things that Mary didn’t think 
funny at all, and they didn’t réalizé 
that being able to milk a cow, churn 
butter, mimic bird songs, and know 
the names of wildflowers was just as 
important as book learning. Mary 
could have gone back a couple of 
years and picked up some funda- 
mental work neded. Rather than do 
that she dropped out of school a very 
frustrated young person. 


THE PERSON YOU ARE today is the 


result of everything that has happened 
to you before. What you are doing 
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now in your high school years will 
determine what sort of person you will 
be 20 years from now. Decide what 
you want in life. Then direct your 
course straight toward that goal! Set 
your sights, take careful aim, then 
shoot your mark! 


PROGRAM (all references to CHRISTIAN 
YOUTH HYMNAL) 

Songs: 240—“Now in the Days of Youth” 

and 249—“Take My Life and Let It 
Be” 

Prayer No. 70 on page 376 (read in uni- 
son) 
Scripture: 

3:12-21 
Discussion of topic with a pantomime 
on three characters on page 28. 


This can be very simply done with a 
discouraged looking boy in ordinary 
school clothes pouring over algebra and 
bookkeeping books, finally laying them 
down and saying, “Oh I’m through, I 
can’t learn that stuff. Maybe I should 
have been a mechanic. I’m quitting any- 
way and I'll find something to do.” 


Myra standing behind an ironing board 
wearily ironing; hair disheveled, and with 
upstage middle finger held back to give 
appearance of having lost it. 

Mary dressed in not too modern clothes 
with a book in one hand and a milk 
pail in the other with a puzzled look on 
her face and a couple of other girls off 
to the side laughing. 

Song: 258—“O Thou Whose Feet Have 

Climbed Life’s Hill” 


Psalm 119:33, 34; Proverbs 


Questions 
Song: 260—“Lord Speak to Me, That I 
May Speak” 


Prayer No. 69—page 376 (read in uni- 
son) followed by Lord’s Prayer 
Benediction 


QUESTIONS 


1. Are there other drawbacks to un- 
skilled jobs than low pay? 
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Yes. Many unskilled workers must 
work under much more hazardous con- 
ditions than skilled workers. Many a 
young person has lost a limb or eye 
at an early age in a job where he 
legally should not have been employed. 


2. Are today’s adults doing things to 
high school students, particularly the 
boys, that lead to insecurity and unrest? 


Yes, our leaders are promoting war 
and rumors of war to such a degree 
that our young men are forced to con- 
sider a part of their life in military 
training. Are we on the wrong track? 
What is your: answer? 


8. Should everyone be determined to 
finish high school and go on to college? 


No! Many people are definitely not 
college material and are only frustrated 
and discouraged with failure at that 
level. Some people are not even the 
type that would profit by finishing high 
school. However, quitting high school 
should not be done without careful 
counseling and guidance. 


4. What are some of the available 
sources of information in your town re- 
garding the best course to follow in your 
particular case? 


Counselors, teachers, guidance clin- 
ics, social service agencies, employ- 
ment service agencies, pastors, YM and 
YW directors, public library statistics 
on state requirements in regard to 
labor, and many others you might add. 


5. Is any job actually more important 
than any other job? 


No! Each job is an integral part of 
an essential whole. There is a job for 
everyone, but the hardest part is find- 
ing the proper niche. One of the 
greatest mistakes made by so many 
people is insisting upon having a 
“white collar” job that they cannot ex- 
cel in when they could excel in some- 
thing using their hands. 
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Here's a chance 
to examine yourself 


without embarrassment 


Problems to Ponder 


By J. E. Crawford and L. E. Woodward 


OUNG people like to talk 

about themselves and their per- 

sonal problems in an imper- 
sonal sort of way. This is perfectly 
natural. Discussing our own lives and 
how things affect us is the essence of 
effective learning. Yet it is just as 
natural for boys and girls to feel some- 
what reticent about airing their pri- 
vate lives in public. Most of us pre- 


This article is reprinted from the book 
Better Ways of Growing Up, by J. E. 


Crawford and L. E. Woodward. Copyright 
by Muhlenberg Press. Used by permission. 
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fer to cloak our own problems in 
questions about someone else who be- 
haves in a certain way in a certain 
situation. 


This article might have been called 
“Complex Problems Facing Boys and 
Girls.” Thirty-nine real-life problems 
have been stated in a way to prevent 
identification of the individual’s con- 
cerned but still to maintain important 
circumstances. You probably will find 
among them many that have con- 
fronted you... . 


You can use these problem-cases 
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two main ways. They may be care- 
fully discussed in “round-table” groups 
with invaluable advantages to every 
member of the group. You may also 
think about them by yourself, gaining 
valuable self-insight. 

Each of these problems was com- 
plex and difficult, though you may 
not think so when you first read it. 
Be careful in your diagnosis of under- 
lying troubles in any case. Do not 
simply judge the individual involved 
as good or bad, bright or dull, stub- 
born or hot-headed. Suggest practical 
steps to bring about improved be- 
havior and better mental health. Stay 
close to “common sense” and practical 
psychology. Do not recommend im- 
possible steps. 

Here is a splendid opportunity to 
discover how wisely you can analyze 
human relation problems to discover 
underlying sources of difficulty. Prac- 
tice on these 39 cases will not make 
you an expert in solving such prob- 
lems, but you will have an interest- 
ing experience doing it, and your self- 
insight will increase! 


Problems to think about 
and discuss 

1. Seven-year-old Mark is a nice 
little fellow generally—but lately he 
becomes quite ‘hysterical during 
storms and lightning. His mother is 
nervous too. She admits that she pun- 
ished Mark twice about six months 
ago by shutting him in another room 
after telling him that if he continued 
to be a bad boy a terrible storm 
would burn him up and blow him 
away. What would you do to help 
Mark now? 

2. Ten-year-old Harry puts his 
younger brother up to many things 
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that get the little boy into serious 
trouble. Recently the curtains were 
set afire, but the older boy denied 
having any idea how the fire started. 
The mother said that the younger 
child nearly drives her out of her 
mind, but she still loves him better 
than the other boy. What do you 
think is wrong in this situation? Why 
do the boys behave as they do? What 
might help to remedy the situation? 


3. Mrs. H. says her daughter has 


-recently been very irritable, fighting 


with all her friends. The child is nine 
years old now. When she was seven 
she had a very bad attack of scarlet 
fever that partially deafened her and 
crossed her left eye. The eyes has 
straightened with the aid of glasses, 
but the child seems very nervous, 
bites her nails badly. What steps 
should this mother take to help the 
child? - ; 


4. Susan, 12, is from a large fam- 
inly that never had sufficient money. 
Lately Susan has been losing her 
friends because she tells mean little 
lies about them. Susan’s teacher says 
the child seems very moody and un- 
happy. What might be a reason for 
her lies about her friends? How might 
this tendency be reduced? How can 
the school help Susan adjust better? 


5. Last week Jims’ father thor- 
oughly spanked the boy for losing a 
fight with a neighbor boy and coming 
home all mussed up. The father said 
he doesn’t intend his boy to grow up 
to be unable to take care of himself. 
Is the father’s attitude good or bad? 
Why do you think so? What would 
you have done in the father’s place? 

6. Mary’s mother allowed her to 
remain home from school one day 
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when the 11-year-old girl did have a 
bad headache. But the headaches are 
becoming very frequent lately, espe- 
cially on Monday mornings. The fam- 
ily physician reported that he found 
no apparent physical cause for these 
headaches. Mary’s eyes are all right. 
What might be behind these head- 
aches? What would you do in this 
case? 

7. Dan has a very bad temper for 
an eight-year-old. His parents have 
been spanking him soundly whenever 
he gets angry, but the temper tan- 
trums have been getting worse. The 
boy is very grumpy in school but does 
not throw any tantrums there. He is 
the middle child in three, with a 
12-year-old .brother and a six-year-old 
sister. What would you suggest to do 
about his exhibitions of rage? 

8... Jerry and his sister Helen are 
quite different in personality.. Helen, 
now LI, is well-behaved and the pride 
and joy of her parents, but her seven- 
year-old brother Jerry makes her life 
miserable. He ransacks her dresser 
drawers every chance he gets, and 
she frequently finds her shoes in the 
attic or cellar. Jerry’s teacher says he 
behaves very nicely in school. What 
would you do if these were your chil- 
dren? How did the trouble probably 
begin? 

9. Beginning with a case of ty- 
phoid fever at nine that left her heart 
in a weakened condition, Jane has 
had a long history of illness. At 14 
she is underweight and tires easily. 
Her mother often recounts these se- 
vere illnesses to visitors even in front 
of Jane, remarking that “the child is 
seldom well and has never been 
strong.” What effect would you ex- 
pect this situation to have on Jane’s 
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personality? 

10. What thoughts or feelings 
might lie behind the rude actions of 
the 13-year-old nice-looking boy who 
says he doesn’t like the pretty dark- 
haired girl of 16 next door, and calls 
her “Ugly” every time he sees her? 
Is this boy’s behavior normal? If you 
think he needs help, what would you 
suggest? 

ll. Why would a _ 16-year-old 
steal cheap jewelry in the dime store? 
Where would you look for the trou- 
ble? Take Jack, for instance. He 
comes from an apparently fine home 
background, but he has been arrested 
three times for this offense. He is in 
the 10th grade but is flunking math 
and science. He told the psychologist 
that he loves his parents but is sure 
they no longer love him and are 
greatly ashamed of him. 


12. Tommy at 10 is quite a prob- 
lem to his mother. She used to con- 
trol him by locking him in the coal 
room and turning out the light. This 
treatment never failed to bring the 
boy to terms but now his mother com- 
plains that “the boy is scared to death 
over slightest things.” She wants to 
know what to do about Tommy’s 
growing fear of new things and 
strange places. Where would you be- 
gin on this problem? 

e 

13. L. at 12 is a cruel youngster. 
Her mother admitted she had never 
been able to control the child’s mean 
disposition. When L. was nine she 
broke up her nicest doll and told her 
father she was glad the dolly was 
dead. The mother refused the psy- 


(Continued on page 55) 
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On some church doors is an invisible sign saying 


No Minors Admitted! 


By ELIZABETH NEELY 


ANNOUNCER: Today’s topic, “No 
Minors Admitted,” is in - dramatic 
form. Devotions will come later, dur- 
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ing Act III. 


Scene One is in Anytown, U.S.A., 
some Sunday morning before church 


time. (Exit) 
(Enter Betzy Buss. 


Two devil’s 
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horns of cardboard are scotch-taped 
to his forehead. A long tail of rope 
dangles from his belt, below his coat. 
He carries printed placards, 10” x 20", 
hammer, and tacks.) 

Beutzy: Hi, kids! My name is 
“Bubb.” They call me “Belzy.” I 
am a son of Satan and I help my 
old man shove you into all sorts 
of trouble! It’s a fascinating job, 
and Pop is pretty proud of my record! 
Our pet project is to close all the 
churches, so, this morning, I’m hang- 
ing these magic signs over the church 
doors. Lotsa fun, on account of 
ONLY TEEN-AGERS can see them! 
To adults-INVISIBLE! You watch- 
ing? 

(He mounts a chair, fastens one 
sign above door, and disappears. It 
reads, “NO MINORS ADMITTED.”) 

(Enter Sandy and Mary, horrified 
at the sign). 

Tom (Calling them to front of 
room): Look! Sandy! Mary! There’s 
one on your church, too! 

Mary: Oh, Tom, whoever could do 
such a low trick? 

Bos (Entering, very excited): Say, 
the craziest thing just happened! I 
was going into church with Dad 
when, suddenly, I looked up and saw 
a large placard! It said— 

Orners: “NO MINORS ADMIT- 
TED!” 

Bos: Huh? You, too? Listen: My 
dad is a councilman, so I said, “Who 
did that?” He said, “Who did what?” 
I said, “Who put up that sign?” He 
looked up at the church and back at 
me, kinda funny, and he said, “What 
sign?” (Laughs, apologetically.) 

Mary: It’s screwy! Only the kids 
can see them! Adults go right in 
without looking! 
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(Enter Belzy, tail hidden under 
coat, horns removed. He joins the 
group gleefully.) 

Tom: We’ve got our constitutional 
rights! Freedom of worship! That’s an 
the constitution! Nobody can do this 
to us! 

Sanpy: Aw, simmer down! If they 
don’t want us, O. K.! So let’s' go to 
the movies! (Noticing Belzy) Who is 
this new character amongst us? 

Bexizy (Shaking hands with boys): 
The name is “Bubb.” 

Sanpy: The first name, please? 

Betzy: Its rather complicated. 
Just—call me—“Belzy.” 

Sanpy (Trying it): “Belzy-Bubb—” 
(Scowling) Funny guy, huh? 

Betzy: I try to be amusing. 
(Pleased by attention) Doesn't it occur 
to you young people that you have 
no problem? You are now released 
from a lot of dark, uncomfortable 
churches, to do all the things you 
would have wished and whispered 
about. You need not listen to the bad 
music or unintelligible sermons! Isn’t 
that good news on a beautiful morn- 
ing? 

Tom: Excuse me, stranger — but 
you're talking like a communist! Are 
you, by any chance, a red? 

Betzy (Thoughtfully): Red? Well, 
at times, I have been quite red! At 
the moment, I pride myself that I 
look just like all the rest of youl 
Here I'm trying to give you some 
good advice— 

Sanpy: Well, we don’t like your 
advice! So keep your face closed! 

Bos: Say, we're all confused, and 
we're not getting anywhere! Let’s go 
talk to our parents, and pastors, and 
councilmen—even the mayor, and find 
out what’s wrong— 
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Tom: Good! We'll bring our reports 
here at 2 o'clock! (All agree and go 
their ways.) 

Betzy (Alone, swinging his tail): 
An interesting experiment Belzy, my 
boy! VERY interesting! (Exit) 


Scene Two 

ANNOUNCER: “That afternoon at 
2 o'clock. (Exit) 

Bos: Andy has come to hear your 
reports. There was no sign on his 
church this morning. 

Anpy: We young people followed 
our usual schedule. You see, we have 
our own youth congregation, in the 
church auditorium, each Sunday 
morming at 9:30. We use the Com- 
mon Service Book. We have our own 
choir, and ushers who help 
even at our communion 
services. The sermons are 
short and beamed direct- 


ly at us. Our attendance no matter 

averages about 75 per grandfather 

cent of our enrollment. It’s pany 
cate. 


our church, and we like 
it! MINORS ARE AD- 
MITTED! 

Mary: That sounds wonderful! My 
pastor feels that too many adult con- 
gregations just tolerate young peo- 
ple, or ignore them. Or they give us 
unimportant, unnecessary jobs to do. 
It’s frustrating! 

Tom: My dad says it’s our own 

fault: We talk and giggle in the bal- 
cony and write notes. We refuse to 
cooperate because we're too busy at 
school and out too late Saturday 
nights. 
_ Sanpy: I think it’s our parents’ 
fault. Mom says, “Get up for Sunday 
School! Now go to church!” Then she 
goes back to sleep. So do I! 
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eee 


@ Every man must 
do his own growing, 


eee 


Bos: The mayor wants us to go to 
church, because Christianity produces 
honest, moral citizens. (Quoting pom- 
pously) “However, this is your own 
problem. Come again sometime. 
Next?” (They laugh) 

ANpDy: These reports indicate that 
our churches, our parents, and we 
ourselves are responsible for those pla- 
cards, regardless of who nailed them 
to the church doors. (Hesitantly) My 
pastor and league sponsor and I have 


_discussed this thoroughly, and we be- 


lieve that the hand of the Lord is 
working here today, stirring us up! 

BeLzy (Groaning): Oh no! Not the 
hand of—whoever you said! 

Anpy: I didn’t see you, Mr. Bubb. 
If not God, then who do you think is 
responsible for these 
events today? 

Betzy (In confusion). 
Why — personally — I—I— 


who his thought it was the hand 
was.— of the Devil! 
Advo- Bos: Why? 
Beitzy: Well—if the 


churches are closed, if you 
are forbidden to enter 
them, won’t the churches die? Isn’t 
that the purpose of the Devil! 

Tom (Jumping up): Even the Devil 
would be too smart for that! Sure, 
he wants to close them! But he’d 
know he can’t FORBID Americans to 
go to church! We'd get fighting mad 
and demand our constitutional rights! 

Betzy (Scared): You mean—it—it 
wouldn’t be a very clever stunt for 
Satan to try? 

Tom: Would any self-respecting 
devil try to DRIVE young people into 
their churches? 

Betzy (As in pain): Oh-h—I feel 
sick! My father—he must be terribly 
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unhappy! (As he hurries to remove 
placard, his tail wags into view) Oh-h 
—I’'m a very, very, VERY stupid lit- 
tle devil! (Exit in panic.) 

Sanpy (Chasing him): I knew it! 
That—that—whatever that is-—HE DID 
IT! 

Bos (At door): Shall I go get him? 
(General excitement) 

Anpy (Rapping for order): No, 
please! Please come back! I think 
youre right. Probably Mr. Bubb did 
do it, but you can see he’s sorry! 

Sanpy: He’s sorry we caught him! 

Mary: That’s when most of us start 
being sorry, isn’t it? 

Tom: O. K. Let him go. Let’s for- 
get him. 

Sanpy: The rat! 

Anpy: If you have any brains, you 
can learn something, even from a rat! 
Listen: I'd like to invite all of you 
to attend our Luther League meeting 
tonight. Then we can talk these 
things over, sensibly, and decide what 
we can do! Will you come? (All agree, 
and exit) 


Scene Three 

ANNOUNCER: That evening, at 
Andy’s League Meeting. (Exit) 

(The Luther League hymn is played 
as Andy and his leaders take their 
places. Other hosts greet.the visitors 
and give them front seats. Andy reads 
the “Call to Worship.”) 

ANDY: 

“Now in the days of youth, 

When life flows fresh and free, 

Thou Lord of all our hearts and 
lives, 

We give ourselves to thee; 

Our fervent gift receive, 

And fit us to fulfill, 
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Thro’ all our days, in all our ways, 
Our heavenly Father's will. 
Amen.” 

Hymn: “Faith. of Our Fathers” No. 
212 Christian Youth Hymnal. 

Scripture: Ephesians 4:1-16 (Re- 
vised Standard Version) 

Hymn: “Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart” 
No. 87 C.Y.H. 

Prayer: Prayer of Thanksgiving for 
Sunday, Page 366 in C. Y. H. Sen- 
tence prayers concerning Youth and 
the Church. 

OFFERING 

Lorp’s PRAYER 

Topic 

Anpy (After other worship leaders 
sit in audience): We are happy to 
welcome our guests. All of us have 
come here with one thought in mind. 
We want to know what we can do 
about this topic, “No Minors Admit- 
ted.” I shall ask Lois to show you 
the outline she has prepared for dis- 
cussion. 

Lots (Displaying black board or 
large card, lettered as shown in chart 
on next page): 

As you see, this title reads, “Com- 
parative Qualities of Church Mem- 
bers.” The space below is divided 
under the words “Adults” and “Min- 
ors.” Horizontally it is divided into 
“Assets” and “Liabilities.” 

(Andy writes in the suggestions 
which Lois draws fromthe audience. 
The list, with discussion, may include 
such Adult Assets as “wisdom, experi- 
ence, dignity, dependability, rever- 
ence, etc.” Their Liabilities may be 
“Distrust of new methods; impatience 
with youth, etc.” 

Youth’s Assets may be: Physical 
strength, enthusiasm, vision, new 
skills, eagerness to try new ways, etc.) 
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(Liabilities include: Distrust of old 
methods, impatience with adults, etc.) 


Lois (After discussion): On the re- 
verse side (showing it) you may read 
the title, “What Church Jobs can 
Members Do?” (Again Lois questions 
and discusses with the audience, and 
Andy writes the responses..) 

A Long list may include: 

Ushers Choir 

Teachers Scout leaders 

Altar guild 

Church. nursery leaders 

Children of Church leaders 

Summer school teachers 

Bringing children to S. S. 

Production of plays and pageants 

Leaders of S. S. activities 

Use of visual aids 

Planned parties for youth 

Year’s social program planning 

Editing church paper 

Directing church camp and con- 
vention activities 

Raising money for church activi- 
ties 


ADULTS 


ASSETS 


LIABILITIES 
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COMPARATIVE QUALITIES OF CHURCH MEMBERS . 


Special Services 
Easter 
Christmas 

Evangelistic Work 
Neighborhood church survey 
Visiting sick and shutins 
Visiting lapsed and prospective 

members 

Lots: Let us now examine our list, 
and mark “A” or “M” beside the jobs 
which can be done best by adults or 
minors, or in partnership (Completes 
discussion period) 

Bos (Rising): Andy, we want to 
thank you for inviting us here, this 
evening. I believe that all of us are 
going back home, determined to be 
active, useful church members. And I 
agree with you that, no matter who 
started this today, each one of us, 
with God, can still be a majority! 

Anpy: Will each of you who means 
to do his share, as a follower. of 
Jesus, rise and join in singing this 
closing hymn? 

Ciosinc Hymn: “Take My Life 
and Let It Be.” No. 249 C.Y.H. 


County home 
Hospital wards 


MINORS 


Thirty-seven 


és, 
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Is your conscience a Sa 
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by r. e. ehlert 


science is a “sense of con- 

sciousness of the moral good- 
ness of one’s own conduct, intention, 
or character, together with feeling of 
obligation to do right or good.” This 
definition gives an excellent start in 
the effort to evaluate the importance 
of conscience. 

The earliest example of conscience 
we know of is that of Adam’s trying 
to hide from God after he had eaten 
of the “tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil.” Adam’s conscience had re- 
minded him of his wrongdoing so he 
attempted to escape punishment by 
hiding. 

David also showed the results of 
an active conscience. Following his 
most infamous sin, he prayed, “Create 
in me a clean heart, O God, and re- 
new a right spirit within me!” His 
conscience was bothering him. 

Dozens of- Bible passages refer to 
conscience. Paul speaks of a “good 
and pure conscience purged from 
dead or evil works by the blood of 
Christ.” In the book of Romans Paul 
writes that when the Gentiles “do by 
nature the things contained in the 
law, these, having not the law... 
show the work of the law writeen in 
their hearts, their conscience bearing 
witness.” 

In another passage, he makes an 
interesting distinction. He contrasts a 
good with an evil conscience. The 
latter, he points out, is blinded and 
perverted so that it cannot judge its 
own. actions. 

The priests of Baal displayed such 
an evil conscience when they sacri- 
ficed countless thousands of innocent 
babies. And what manner of con- 
science did Hitler have that he could 


C HE dictionary says that a con- 
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sacrifice the lives of thousands of 
Jews? Down through the centuries 
have been people who were either de- 
void of conscience or who had con- 
sciences that were evil. 


WHAT THEN DETERMINES whether 
a conscience is to be good or evil? 
Or, we could ask the question in an- 
other way: How can I develop a good 
conscience—one that will function 
well? 

To reach a satisfactory answer let’s 
take a look at how a conscience oper- 
ates. Consciences have been known 
to exert powerful influence. In the 
case of Judas Iscariot a conscience 
drove the man to destroy himself. 
Matthew briefly tells of Judas’ at- 
tempt to return the blood money he 
had received from the chief priests. 
When this failed he went out and 
hanged himself. 

The rather simple mechanics of his 
conscience could be described like 
this: By his own admission he knew 
that Jesus was completely innocent of 
any crime. He knew it even before 
his betrayal of the Master. He had 
been a trusted follower of Jesus and 
bad opportunity to know him inti- 
mately through the close fellowship 
that the disciples enjoyed. 

Then Satan reached Judas in some 
manner, probably through greed or 
jealousy. Judas yielded to the temp- 
tation and betrayed Jesus. After this 
wicked deed, the higher element of 
Judas’ mind took hold and he realized 
how wrong he had been. But the 
fact is that his consciousness of his 
evil doing was based on some pre- 
vious knowledge. That knowledge 
was that the Man whom he had sent 
to death was completely good. 
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Sometimes it takes a conscience a 
long time to make a man feel his 
“obligation to do right or good.” Re- 
cently a man sent a check to the 
government to make up for a defici- 
ency in his income tax 10 years ago. 
At that time he had knowingly de- 
frauded the government of several 
hundred dollars. His conscience had 
bothered him for many years. 

Here was a man who, in all proba- 
bility, had been trained to be honest, 
but who had been tempted. After 10 
years his conscience had prompted 
his basic honesty to force his admis- 
sion of guilt. A slow conscience but, 
in this case, a sure one. 


History sHows many examples of 
what a poorly developed conscience 
can produce. Remember the case of 
Pontius Pilate. Here was a man who 
had opportunity to save Jesus from 
the cross. He had the authority to 
dismiss the case against the Saviour. 
Instead, he weakly gave in to the 
mob. 

Pilate did show that he had a con- 
science. It is possible that in his heart 
he hoped that the crowd would not 
choose the infamous criminal Barab- 
bas to be released to them. Pilate’s 
own wife had advised him to have 
nothing to do with the innocent Jesus. 
Pilate, however, followed the crowd's 
bidding. That his conscience had 
pricked his heart, was evidenced by 
his next act. He called for a basin of 
water and washed his hands, saying, 
“T am innocent of the blood of this 
just person.” Whereas he did not 
actually nail Jesus on the cross, he 
did nothing to save him from cruci- 
fixion. His conscience was so weak he 
could soothe it by the mere act of 
washing his hands. 
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SO FAR WE HAVE SEEN how it is 
possible to have a well trained con- 
science or a poorly developed con- 
science. There is still a third possi- 
bility. 

Perhaps many of us have met indi- 
viduals who are laboring under the 
burden of an over-developed con- 
science. These are the people who 
constantly berate themselves and as- 
sume more than their share of respon- 
sibility for whatever might befall 
either themselves or others. If one of 
their loved ones is injured while away 
from home, they feel they should have 
persuaded the injured person from 
going away in the first place. They 
actually feel a sense of guilt that such 
persuasion was not applied. 


This type of conscience is more in 
need of psychological training than of 
moral training. Hence we need not 
dwell on it here. .- 


The fact remairis that in each case 
the answer is in the education or de- 
velopment of a conscience. The pa- 
gans cannot be condemned for the 
practice of human sacrifice to heathen 
gods if they have had no opportunity 
to learn of the true God. But those 
of us who have had opportunity to 
learn of him and his teachings should 
certainly be capable of developing a 
moral code that can be a guide to us 
in our day-to-day living. 


A good conscience is _ possible 
through a study of the Christian gos- 
pel and through prayer that enlists 
God’s help. A good conscience can 
guide us in our “conduct, intentions, 
and character” and give us that “feel- 
ing of obligation to do right and 
good.” 
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PRESENTATION 


An interesting, and often effective, 
manner to present a topic of this type 
is by way of debate. Two teams can 
be formed in advance to work up argu- 
ments for and against the question, “Is 
conscience a safe guide?” 

Another possibility is to state simply 
that during the “topic” period the sub- 
ject of conscience will be discussed. Cer- 
tain questions, such as those listed be- 
low, can be presented either in the form 
of an oral quiz with discussion on each 
or of a written quiz (with no names on 
the papers). Following a written quiz 
some of the answers should be read and 
discussed. 


QUESTIONS 


1. If your family were in danger of 
starving and you had no money, would 
your conscience permit you to steal food 
from some family that had far more 
than they could ever need? 


2. Would your conscience permit you 
to kill another person in time of war? 


8. If you were a witness in a court 
trial, and because of peculiar circum- 
stances, you found that you had to lie, 
under oath, in order to save the life of 
a person whom you knew to be com- 
pletely innocent, would your conscience 
permit you to do this? 


4. Can there be true repentance 
without a conscience? 


These are but suggested questions. 
The leader should work out others that 
are pertinent to his group: 


WORSHIP 


Hymns: 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 
“Come Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire” 
“How Shall I Follow Him I Serve?” 
Scripture: 
Acts 24:10-16 
Hebrews 9:11-14 
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God Works Through His Spirit 


Young Adult Topic by Carl W. Folkemer 


tinuous. He does not leave us 

alone to ourselves but constantly 
supports us, guides us, enlightens us, and 
sanctifies us. Having committed ourselves 
in faith to Christ, we receive the power 
to do the things of Christ. When we 
speak of the work of the Holy Spirit, we 
mean that this God who has created and 
sustains us, who has redeemed us by the 


G OD’S work on our behalf is con- 
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free gift of his only-begotten Son, now 
enables us to do the things of Christ. 


The Trinity 
The doctrine of the Trinity is not di- 
ficult to understand if we think of it in 
terms of God’s acting on our behalf from 
creation to all eternity. God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit are three distinctive 
“persons” who bring to us the fulness of 
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God in every experience of man’s life 
and of human history. 

When the little child in your home or 
Sunday school asks, “What is the Holy 
Spirit?” say to him, “The Holy Spirit is 
God helping us to live like Jesus.” 

The writer of the Gospel of John in 
speaking of the basis for the Spirit’s 
work says, “He shall glorify me (Jesus); 
for he shall receive of mine and shall 
show it unto you. All things that the 
Father hath are mine; therefore, said I, 
that he shall take of mine, and _ shall 
show it unto you.” (John 16:14, 15.) 
We do the things of Christ simply be- 
cause God gives us the desire and the 
power to do them. We do not have 
the power in ourselves to do them. Mar- 
tin Luther emphasized the inability of 
man to save, himself and to love God in 
his explanation of the third article of 
the Apostles’ Creed. 


Work of the Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is.God’s great gift to 
all men, in all conditions of life. He 
“calls us by the gospel.” This means 
that he invites us to accept the salvation 
that Jesus has provided for us. And not 
only does he invite us but he gives us 
the desire and the strength to accept the 
invitation. Wherever the gospel is read 
or preached it is a call extended to all 
who hear to come away from their sin 
and turn to and accept the Christ. 

Men have the freedom to refuse the 
invitation—it is not irresistible as strict 
Calvinists claim. But if we accept it we 
shall come to know Christ in a saving 
way, though the first step of acceptance 
must be followed by continual submis- 
sion to the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
The New Testament often refers to the 
believers as “the called,’ a word that is 
often used to designate the church. The 
church is the congregation of all those 
who have been “called out from” bond- 
age to sin and who have accepted the 
Lord Jesus as Saviour. 
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Repentance 

When a person has heard the call of 
God he invariably asks, “What must I 
do?” The answer is one that we find 
throughout the New Testament and es- 
pecially in the early history of the church 
recorded in the Books of Acts: “Repent 
and believe.” (Acts 2:38; 16:31.) 


Contrary to the opinion of many of 
us, repentance and faith are really one 
complete response to God’s call. In re- 
pentance a person “turns away from” 
his sin or literally “changes his mind” 
about his present life of sin. That which 
he formerly loved, he now hates; that 
which he formerly hated, he now loves. 
That is what we mean by “contrition,” 
a real sorrow for sin that stems from 
our love for God. 


In the Middle Ages the church sub- 
stituted “attrition” or a sorrow for sin 
that did not stem from the love of God 
but from some baser motives, such as 
fear of hell. The church said to people 
who showed attrition, “Now add to your 
attrition good works which the church 
imposes, such as fasts, pilgrimages, alms, 
etc., and together we will make them 
equal the requirement of real contri- 
tion.”This was one of the doctrines of 
the church that Luther so vehemently 
opposed. Real repentance is a sincere 
turning from sin. 


Faith 

But if you turn away from something 
you must turn to something. Faith is 
the other side of repentance. In repent- 
ance a person turns from sin and _ its 
consequences. In faith he turns to Christ. 
There is no real repentance if there is 
no faith. There is no faith if there is 
not real repentance. Therefore, the apos- 
tles said to those who heard the call of 
the Gospel, “Repent and believe.” 

The Holy Spirit, who causes a per- 
son to search his heart and renounce all 
that which is unclean and spiritually de- 
structive, also gives him the desire and 
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the power to choose Christ. Therefore 
faith, also, is the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
It is God who works in us both repent- 
ance and faith. 


Good Works 


By your faith you have thrown your- 
self on the mercy of God. You have 
declared that you are not able to save 
yourself. You have in desperation and 
utter futility fallen into the arms of 
Christ and said, “Lord, no matter what 
I do I cannot merit salvation, yet I de- 
sire it with all my heart. You alone can 
help me, so I give myself to you.” 

Then Christ says to such an individual, 
“You are truthful when you thus declare 
your helpfulness. Because I love you and 
because you desire me from the depth 
of your soul I accept you.” 

That is the precise meaning of the 
great Reformation doctrine “justification 
by faith.’ It means simply that God 
“accepts us” for salvation, out. of his lov- 
ing mercy, even though we are sinners 
and undeserving of his favor or grace. 

“Am I,” you might ask, “to do nothing 
except lean on him and accept the gift 
that he offers? Is faith alone sufficient? 
Must I do no good works to show the 
sincerity of my faith?” 

Because we love him and commit our- 
selves to him it is most natural for us 
to do all those things that conform to 
his will and that praise him. Good works 
follow naturally after faith. I do not do 
good works in order to be saved. I do 
good works because I am saved. I act 
out what I am by profession—a believer 
in Jesus the Christ. 

If good works do not follow naturally 
from our faith, then there is no faith, 
no salvation, “for faith without works is 
dead.” For example, we do not buy a 
present for our mothers because We are 
compelled to or because we expect 
thereby to gain some advantage for our- 
selves either here or hereafter, or even 
because we feel morally constrained to 
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do so. We buy such a present because 
in our hearts is such a spontaneous, un- 
restrained, and natural love toward a 
mother that the present is simply a nat- 
ural gift of deep-felt love. No law com- 
pels us, no duty constrains us, no reward 
entices us. Love is beyond all these at- 
titudes—on a higher level of life. 

So good works toward God and man 
should be the natural response of a 
faith that has been given to us by God. 

This doctrine of justification by faith 
was called by Luther “the doctrine of a 
standing or a falling church.” And truly 
so. In this doctrine Christianity is 
stripped of all its superficial reliance 
upon human merits and legal righteous- 
ness and placed upon the higher scrip- 
tural ground of divine love and mercy. 
Here Christianity is freed from the bond- 
age of superstition and fear that is char- 
acteristic of Roman Catholicism and all 
pagan religions. It is restored to the 
beauty and grandeur of early, apostolic 
faith. It is in truth “the material prin- 
ciple of the Reformation.” Man is ever- 
lastingly indebted to Christ for his sal- 
vation. He must rely on Christ. 

This principle is not only theologically 
accurate and scripturally sound, it is the 
most basic need of a distressed human- 
ity. To the many thousands who are 
mentally and spiritually “disturbed” it 
is the only “hope and stay.” The find- 
ings of modern depth psychology give 
wonderful support to this statement. The 
basic needs of the human soul may be 
discovered by the human reason and 
analyzed by the human mind (function 
of philosophy), but they are satisfied 
only by divine resources. 2 


Regeneration 

The person who has learned this mean- 
ing of faith and thrown himself upon 
Christ is a “new creature.” He sees life 
with new eyes. Life takes an entirely 
new direction for him. That is what we 
mean by regeneration. The man has been 
“born again.” 
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This does not imply that the man sins 
no more, but only that he has been 
turned around by God and faces a new 
goal. Moreover he is now in the hands 
of Christ instead of Satan. God con- 
trols him, though the “old Adam” will 
at times assail him. He needs only to 
be “refined” in his faith or made in- 
creasingly holy. 


The church 


The church is composed of these very 
people who have been “called from” 
their bondage of sin to a new life in 
Christ. They are now a part of that 
fellowship that belongs to the Lord. The 
word “church” comes from the Greek 
word “kuriakos,” that is, that which be- 
longs to the Lord. This church is holy 
because its members are set apart for 
Christ, because they have been forgiven, 
cleansed, and purified, because they are 
constantly under the sanctifying influ- 
ence of the Word and the sacraments 
which give the grace of God in a special 
way toward salvation, and because they 
are associated with others who have sep- 
arated- themselves to holy living. 

This church is all-inclusive and there- 
fore “catholic” or universal, disregarding 
racial, class, national, and other barriers 
though it must always be demanding of 
faith and holiness of life in its members. 

This church is constantly in warfare 
with the forces of unrighteousness. That 
is the reason we call it a “militant” 
church. The “triumphant” church is that 
part of the church which has known 
Christ on earth, won the victory over 
Satan, and lives in perfect and unbroken 
fellowship with the Saviour. 


The Bible 


In the church, these “separated per- 
sons’ called saints (for all who believe 
in Christ are saints) have the sanctify- 
ing influences of the Word and sacra- 
ments to give them the grace of God 
sufficient for their sanctification and ulti- 
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mate victory. By the Word of God we 
mean his promises, the revelation of him- 
self from all eternity and supremely in 
the living Word, Jesus the Christ, the 
record of which is given to us in the 
book called the Bible. We are not, how- 
ever, “worshipers of the book,” but be- 
lievers in the Christ whose life, work, 
teachings, death, resurrection, ascension, 
and living presence are faithfully and 
accurately recorded in the book. 

The Bible is the Word of God because 
the Bible is a divinely inspired and 
therefore accurate record of the living 
Word. The Bible is the total history of 
the revelation of God to men. There- 
fore the whole Bible is God’s Word. In 
the Bible we meet men whose lives God 
has used to mediate his blessed promises 
of salvation even though they are all hu- 
man personalities. That is the great 
wonder of the Bible. God used even 
frail “broken vessels” called men and 
guided them within their own historical 
experiences to write the divine truth. 
That is what is meant by “divine inspira- 
tion.” The writers were more than “pen 
men” or “divine secretaries,” more than 
spiritual robots. They were real people 
writing out of real human experiences, 
with peculiarities of human personalities 
which God used to write his divine truth. 
And that truth becomes for us today a 
special grace by means of which God 
refines us for fellowship with himself. 


Baptism 

The sacraments, baptism and_ the 
Lord’s supper, are also God’s instruments 
of grace, in a special way, for our sanc- 
tification. Sacraments are those holy in- 
stitutions specifically appointed by Christ 
in which “by means of an outward sign 
(water, bread, wine) a special grace is 
imparted to man.” Baptism is the sacra- 
ment of the new life. Those who be- 
lieve in Christ are baptized into the new 
faith. Luther contended that infants may 
have faith since faith is receptivity to 
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Christ as well as positive assent of the 
will. It is true that if infants can respond 
physically at the moment of birth to 
nourishment, if they are responsive to 
sounds and fears, then we ought not to 
conclude that they cannot be receptive 
spiritually to Christ by his power. 


We practice infant baptism, however, 
apart from active assent of faith, because 
the Bible nowhere indicates that chil- 
dren were rejected from fellowship but 
rather indicates throughout, both in the 
Old and New Testaments, that God’s 
plan for salvation embraced all men, of 
all ages. The practices of the early 
church in infant baptism support this 
fact. 


The method of baptism is by sprink- 
ling though the method is considered to 
be one of the non-essentials of the sac- 
rament. Baptism confers the forgiveness 
of sins and establishes a saving relation- 
ship to Christ. 


Lord’s supper 


The Lord’s Supper was instituted by 
Jesus on the night before his crucifixion. 
After the celebration of the passover 
feast with his disciples he took bread 
and wine and gave them to eat and 
drink of a new deliverance—a deliver- 
ance from sin and spiritual death. 


When Jesus said, “This is my body 
and blood,” he spoke of an intimate and 
real presence with his disciples that only 
a Christian, who is in Christ, as the 
Apostle Paul experienced, could really 
understand. When we take the bread 
and wine in the sacrament we are not 
eating the flesh of Jesus as the Roman 
Catholic church believes. Luther and 
the reformers called such a doctrine 
“cannibalism.” But Christ is so much a 
part of the Christian and he so much a 
part of Christ, that in those words of 
promise, spoken by Christ, we receive 
the total Lord. Just as the body cannot 
be separated from the head, so Christ 
is not separated from his church. He is 
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really present—his total self—and gives 
himself in this sacrament. 


Sacrifice 

Jesus died once and for all upon the 
cross. He need not be sacrificed over 
and over again upon the altars of our 
church. Such continual sacrifice that the 
Roman church makes in the mass de- 
clares that the original sacrifice was in- 
sufficient. The church needs now to re- 
sacrifice him over and over again. This 


“was for Luther the great desecration of 


the most blessed sacrament of our Lord. 
In the bread and the wine, with the 
words of promise, through both ele- 
ments, we receive the full Christ who 
died upon a tree. 

The «sacraments are holy influences 
conferring the grace of God. They are 
means by which Christ enables those of 
his true church to grow in sanctification 
and salvation. 


The future life 


God continually works on our behalf. 
He guides us toward that ultimate fel- 
lowship we shall have with him. As 
Christians we are sure of that unbroken 
fellowship beyond this earthly life. We 
are certain of it because we have already 
known it here. Those who have faith in 
Christ are already living in one of those 
eternal mansions. When death comes 
they are simply translated to a new home 
in the kingdom of God that is begun 
here. That is what we mean by the 
“resurrection of the body’—the contin- 
uance of personality living in the final 
perfection of fellowship with Christ. 


Second coming 


Some day Christ will come again to 
earth. We do not know when. Nor do 
we know in what manner precisely, 
though men of the scriptures have tried 
to imagine the circumstances. But we do 
know that it will not be till all men 
have heard the glorious message of the 
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Christ. Here we labor in a realm of 
faith and expectancy. We see “through 
a glass darkly” but the time shall come 
when we shall see him “face to face.” 


I HAVE TRIED to bring to you in clear 
language the essential articles of our 
faith. Necessarily our treatment has been 
very brief and at places undeveloped. 


My purpose has been to emphasize 
the teachings of our Lutheran church 
from one vantage point—that of God. 
The Christian religion is what God has 
done and is constantly doing for man. 
We profess as our faith only what he 
has revealed of himself on our behalf. 
All these good things, this “good news” 
which God imparts and offers is ours 
through faith. If we reject it the conse- 
quence is spiritual death and condemna- 
tion. But if we permit God to work in 
us faith, we shall know a blessedness, 
joy, fellowship that is beyond all expec- 
tation. 


You are a part of those who have 
accepted this grace. May your life in 
the church evermore reflect what you 
are and have received. 


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


1. The spiritualist sects emphasize 
the idea that the Holy Spirit works pri- 
marily in and with the spirit of man; 
for example, through mind _ reading, 
thought transference, telepathy. Is there 
any truth to this? Is it impossible? What 
is your reason for rejecting this idea? 


2. If the Holy Spirit works in and 
through the church, is not the church 
infallible as Roman Catholics believe? 

8. Is it possible for the Bible to be 
“the only infallible rule of faith and 
practice” as our ULC says and yet con- 
tain mistakes in geography and geneal- 
ogies, etc.? 

4. Can you be a Christian without 
being baptized, as the Quakers believe? 
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5. Does it make any _ difference 
whether you use grape juice or wine in 
the sacrament; one cup instead of indi- 
vidual cups? 


6. How can the church be “one” if 
there are so many denominations? 


7. Unitarians, Christian Scientists, 
and others do not believe that Jesus is 
the divine Son of God. Are they mem- 
bers of the true church? 


8. In the doctrine of “the priesthood 
of all believers’ we Lutherans believe 
that every man can be a priest before 
God. Does an ordained Lutheran minis- 
ter have a special grace no one else in 
the church has? If not;can any member 
of the church administer the sacraments? 


WORSHIP SERVICE 

Prelude 

Call to Worship: “The Lord is in his 
holy temple; let all the earth keep 
silence before him.” 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 
(PSH 110) 

Scripture Lesson: Acts 19 

Prayer 

Hymn: “Come Gracious Spirit, Heavenly 
Dove” (PSH 104) 

Discussion: (Use material printed above. 
Limit the discussion, if possible, to the 
questions for discussion. ) 

Offering 

Hymn: “I Love Thy Zion, Lord” (PSH 
181) 

Benediction 


SERVICE PROJECT 


Adopt the catechetical class as your 
spiritual wards. Get to know them per- 
sonally, talk to their teachers concern- 
ing their interest in the Sunday school, 
follow them up in their activity in and 
loyalty to the church every year. Talk 
to the pastor about ways of making this 
a special project of your group. 
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August Book of the Mouth 


CHRIST IN POETRY. Compiled 
by Thomas and Hazel Clark. 
New York: Association Press. 
A12 pages. $3.49. 


You may rest assured that there 
will be very few books of poetry se- 
lected as Book-of- 
the-Month. In fact. 
this may be both 
the first and the 
last selection. But 
this much is cer- 
tainly true: It de- 
serves the spot it’s being given this 
month. 

For one thing, it’s different. Some 
have called it “the greatest 20th cen- 
tury book of Christ-centered poetry.” 
For another thing, about 90 per cent 
of the poems have been written in 
the last 50 years. 

The book’s 529 poems are listed 
under 11 categories. Some of the 
categories may not be too interesting 
to your poetry-eye; but other single 
categories will be worth the price of 
the book. Categories on “The Revo- 
lutionist,” “The Lost Christ,” “The 
Triumphant Christ,” “The Continuing 
Christ,” and “The Continuing Cal- 
vary” are superb. 

These poems contrast the living 
Christ and a dying humanity; the 
consistent Christ and his inconsistent 
followers; the conquering Christ and 
an unconquered civilization; the dar- 
ing Christ and followers who care not 
to dare; the loving Christ and an un- 
loving world. 

This book should be owned by 
each Luther League. If you have a 
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league library, these poems deserve a 
place along side the books most often 
used. Your program planning com- 
mittee will find an adequate supply °* 
of poems that can very effectively be 
used as part of the devotional serv- 
ice. How many times have you heard 
this statement: “If 
we only had an ap- 
propriate poem to 
make our devotion- 
al service com- 
plete!” 

To make _ the 
poems usable to the nth degree, the 
compilers have indexed them by au- 
thor, by title, and by 11 subject-cate- 
gories. 


—L. GC. 


‘Handbook for Living’ 


MR. BRADFORD GETS AROUND. By 
Harding W. Gaylord. Philadelphia: 
Muhlenberg Press. 97 pages. $1.25. 
Perry Bradford is a busy man—one 

who lives each day helping others and 

being helped. If one were to sum- 
marize his thoughts concerning events 
in life, the summary would be led by 
the question, “What would Jesus do?” 

This question is answered indirectly 
in the many chapters included in this 

“handbook for modern living.” From 

racial prejudice, to human vanity, to 

foreign vision, to hitchhiking, to 
church rummage sales, to the spread- 
ing of sand on a sidewalk—these and 
many other places we go with Perry 
to get a Christ-like approach to events 
in our ordinary lives and to get a 
Christ-like answer to everyday prob- 
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lems. 

Perry is an ordinary man who be- 
lieves in patterning his life after 
Christ. “For what value have the prin- 
ciples and the standards of Jesus,” he 
says, “if they are not for every place 
and every circumstance? And what 
is the Christian religion, anyway—an 
opiate for the people, a sedative to 
calm and soothe and stultify them, or 
a lively force.” What would you an- 
swer to this? 

Teen-agers and adults will enjoy 
and understand this book and will 
have opportunity to refer to it many 
times in their own lives. It is short, 
easy to read, and broken down into 
many short chapters. 

Read how Perry Bradford is able 
to make use of his Christian beliefs. 
Be with him when he tries to answer 
the question, “What would Jesus do?” 
Defend with him the charge that “the 
church is a lie.” After reading and 
re-reading this excellent book find 
how Perry’s life can be your life. Real- 
ize as he does “what a difference there 
is between this offering and our 
shabby second bests!” And_ then 
change your own. 

—LuTHER DEHNEL 


Historical Youels 


CONQUEROR IN CHAINS. By Donald 
G. Miller. Philadelphia: Westminster 
Press. $2.50. 

Conqueror in Chains is the story of 
Saul of Tarsus. The significance of 
the title is expressed aptly in Paul’s 
own words at the end of the book: “I 
am wearing this chain because I share 
Israel’s hope.” 

The book is divided into four main 
parts—“The Conqueror,” “The En- 
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counter,” “The Conquest,” and “The 
Triumph.” The first part deals with 
Saul and his conversion to Christian- 
ity. (With this conversion, Saul be- 
comes Paul.) 

Reaching the gates of Damascus on 
his way to persecute the Christians, 
Paul suddenly sees a blaze of light far 
brighter than noonday! He is struck 
to the ground. Then comes the vision 
of Jesus. Paul stumbles into Damas- 
cus, a converted Christian. Blind, 
Paul is stricken with physical, mental, 
and spiritual chaos. Paul now under- 
stands: “The same Lord is Lord of 
eal,” 

Part Two concerns “The Encounter” 
of Paul with the first Christians and 
their enemies. His evangelistic travels 
begin. 

Part Three shows Paul the un- 
chained victor. He explains; he con- 
vinces; he converts. His travels take 
him far and wide. He is a tireless 
preacher of the new faith. His ene- 
mies harass him, but his faith surges 
onward. 

In “The Triumph” Paul returned to 
Jerusalem. He won the hearts of the 
Christians there—The church was one! 
But he was seized by the Jews and 
delivered to the Roman centurion as a 
“dangerous trouble maker, worthy of 
death.” Victory was his, however, 
with Christianity unified. Now his 
only enemies were the Jews and the 
Roman pagans. 

After five years as a Roman pris- 
oner, Paul was set free—acquitted. He 
traveled—to spread the gospel again— 
to Crete, to Maecdonia. 

Then the Roman fire, Nero, sought 
a scapegoat. He found it in the Chris- 
tians. Paul was arrested again and 
put in chains. He knew he would 
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have to follow his Lord to martyrdom. 
He was beheaded in Rome, singing 
until the ax fell: 


“Die we with Christ, 
And we shall live! !’” 


Such was Paul’s end—yet not the end. 
The book is a realistic portrayal of 
an anti-Christian converted to Chris- 
tianity. A determined, undaunted man 
who spread the faith across Europe, 
who offered salvation to an unsaved 
world, peace to turbulent spirits. 
—MarvIN STROMER 


SALOME, PRINCESS OF GALILEE. By 
Henry Denker. New York: Thomas 
Y. Crowell. 245 pages. $3. 

In the 14th chapter of St. Matthew 
and in the sixth chapter of St. Mark, 
it is written that the Princess of 
Galilee danced for Herod, the king. 
With an oath Herod promised her 
anything she requested. Salome con- 
sulted with her mother, Herodias, a 
very shrewd woman. At her bidding, 
Salome asked for the head of John 
the Baptist, a prophet. 

Salome, Princess of Galilee relates 
the aftermath of this incident. 

The head of John the Baptist was 
brought to Salome on a silver charger. 
Frightened by the prophet’s wild hair, 
ruddy complexion, and glaring eyes, 
Salome fled. The fear and guilt that 
possessed her caused her to be even 
more horrified when she heard of an- 
other prophet named Jesus. 

The plot is complicated by Salome’s 
love for a Roman centurion who be- 
lieves in Jesus. This man is blinded 
by lashes across the face, adminis- 
tered at the command of Pontius Pi- 
late because the centurion had de- 
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serted the Roman army. Eventually 
the centurion’s handicap causes Sa- 
lome to realize that the teachings of 
Jesus are really true. The rest of her 
life is devoted to the care of the cen- 
turion. 

Henry Denker, the author, de- 
scribes in detail many incidents in the 
Bible and presents his own imagina- 
tive viewpoint. 

The Roman banquets are presented 
so vividly that one feels as though he 
were sitting on a couch enjoying the 
many varieties of foodstuffs. The dress 
of the Romans and Jews—poor and 
rich—are portrayed so concretely that 
the reader immediately forms mental 
pictures. 

The Bible records little of the his- 
tory of Salome . . . Salome, Princess 
of Galilee provides the fact and the 
necessary imagination to complete the 
picture. —Sonya OLSEN 


UNUSED ALIBIS. Edited by Philip 
Henry Lotz. New York: Association 
Press. 120 pages. $2.00. 

In one of his parables, Jesus had 
this to say about a group of people: 
“And they all with one consent be- 
gan to make excuses.” 

The 17 men and women whose ab- 
breviated life histories are chaptered 
in this volume would have been out 
of place in the Lord’s parable. They 
would not make excuses! 

Even though their lives were com- 
posed of some first-rate “alibi mate- 
rial,” these men and women struggled 
through to victory. 

A blind school teacher, an invalided 
builder of bridges, a polio victim, a 
car accident cripple — these were 
among the number who lived success- 
fully without using their “alibis.” 
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The August Blowout 


or 


No Flat Tires Wanted 


Summer social by Betty and Henry Albing 


CHARACTERS: 
He’s 
Eager Beaver 
Larry Leader 
Willy Willing 
Non Entity 
Damper Dan 
She’s 
Irma Idea 
Leona Lets 
Wilma Willing 
Doris Drippy 
Ida Tllwatch 
—plus 10 other 


leaguers. 
TIME: August, 
1952 — Sunday 
afternoon. aN 
ScENE: At the SS 
summer home of Mr. and Mrs. 


Generous, on Lake Water. 


SCENE 
(Piling out of the cars) 
Eacer: Were here! 
Everybody out! 
Doris: And am I glad. My throat 
hurts from singing all the way. 


We're here! 
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IRMA: Let’s 
get into our swim 
suits first thing. 

LEONA: Yes, 
let’s. (Running 
for the garage) 

Larry: Fel- 
lows in the dress- 
ing room first! 


WILLY: You 

Am, Se girls can go and 
\ ee greet Mr. and 
jaa Mrs. Generous, 

while you are 


waiting for us. 


SCENE Il 
(On the beach. 
The warm sun 


makes some lazy 

and they lounge on the sand.) 

Larry: (Running toward the water) 
Let’s play “keep away.” 

Eacer: Boys against the girls. 

Witma: Here’s the beach-ball. But 
let’s make a rule. You can’t go out 
over your head. O. K.? 

EacEerR: Come on 
the ball from one to the other. 


fellows—throw 


But 
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don’t let the girls get it! 

Damper: Oh, that’s not a good 
idea. (But over half the group leave 
for the water) 

Irma: (To those left) Those of us 
who are lounging here could play 
“Jack’s alive.” 

Non: I don’t know how! 

Irma: We all sit or stand in a cir- 
cle. I light a match, saying “Jack’s 
Alive” and pass it rapidly to the next 
fellow—and so on around the circle. 
The idea is not to let the flame go 
out while you have it. When it does, 
you say “Jack’s dead”—and then must 
pay the forfeit. (A bathing cap full of 
cold water) Ha! 

Ipa: I'll watch. 

Witty: Come on Ida, you won't 
get burt. 

(A few minutes, a few matches, 
and a few capsfull of water later) 

Irma: ‘Let’s play “20 questions.” 

Leona (coming out of the water): 
Yes, let’s—I’ve drunk enough of the 
lake. We can, stretch out for a sun- 
bath and play at the same time. 

Irma: You start, Non. Think of 
something and we'll all ask you lead- 
ing questions. First is it “animal, veg- 
etable, or mineral?” 

Leona: Remember you can only 
answer “yes or no”. And we get 20 
questions to discover what it is you 
are thinking of. 

(10 minutes later) 

Larry (coming splashing out of the 
water): Who wants to play “Duck on 
the Rock” with me? 

SEVERAL LEAGUERS: 
HOW? 

Eacer: Every one find a medium- 
sized stone (the size of a goose egg). 
That is your Duck. Now—stand be- 


I do! But 
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hind the line Larry just drew in the 
sand. Eyery one has his own “Duck.” 

Larry: Over here about six yards 
from the line I have placed a big 
rock (with a flat top). I put my stone 
(or Duck) on it because I’m “IT.” 
Now you all throw your “Ducks” and 
try to knock mine off this flat rock. 
Every one throws at once. If some- 
one does knock it off, he comes, gets 
his stone and returns to “home’—be- 
hind the line—safely. Everyone else 


‘comes to get his “Duck’—and tries to 


return to “home” before I tag him. 
I may only tag you if my “Duck” is 
on the rock, and only after you have 
touched your “Duck.” 

Eacer: Those of us who have 
thrown and missed, may throw again 
from where our “Ducks” landed—and 
knock your “Duck” off the rock while 
you are chasing someone else. Is that 
right? 

Larry: Yes, of course. But remem- 
ber, you have touched your “Duck” 
so you are apt to be tagged any time 
thereafter, until you return to “home” 
with your “Duck.” 

Witma: What if I get tagged while 
there are still other kids picking up 
their “Ducks”—may I tag them? 

Larry: Yes—as soon as “It” tags 
you he grabs his “Duck” from on the 
rock and runs for home. YOU are 
now “It,” and may tag anyone (in- 
cluding the former “It”) as soon as 
your “Duck” is on the rock. 

Eacrr: When everyone but “It” is 
back behind the line we all throw 
again—don’t we? 

Larry: Yes — now — everybody 
ready? Throw! 

(Thus the game of “Duck on. the 
rock” ensues—a half hour and two 
bruised toes later.) 
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Damper: I’m hungry—and my toe 
hurts. 

Leon: Yes—Let’s eat! That’s the 
first good idea you have had all day, 
Damper. 

Witty: Good—I'll go get the soda- 
- pop in the trunk of my car (hope the 
ice hasn’t all melted). 

Non: Why was it decided that 
everyone bring his own supper? 

Witma: Because, if a few brought 
for the whole gang, we would be 
stuck if it rained and we didn’t know 
how many to plan for. Besides, it’s 
no fun for the two or three who have 
ALL the responsibility. 

Larry: Let’s all stand around the 
edge of our blankets—and join hands 
and sing the Doxology for grace be- 
fore lunch—“Praise God from Whom 
all blessings flow.” (The whole group 
sings together) 


SCENE Ill 

(Supper is almost finished. The few 
that are sitting at the long table, clear 
off the table.) 

Larry: How about a quick game 
of “Jenkins Up’—until the others fin- 
ish eating. 

Leona: Yes—let’s! There is the 
same number on both sides of the 
table. Who has a quarter? 

Witty: I have. Our side will start. 
Now—we on our side will put our 
hands under the table and pass the 
quarter along, so the other team 
doesn’t know who has it. 

LEONA: Since you are at the end 
of the table on our side, Doris, you 
do the “calling” this time. « 

Doris: Oh, I don’t know how. You 
start, Leona. 

Leona: For those who don’t know 
—when I call “Jenkins Up” everyone 
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on Willy’s team brings his elbows up 
on the table with his fists clenched. 

Larry: Then when she says “Jen- 
kins Down” you all slam your hands— 
palms down and flat—on the table. 

Witty: The louder the bang—the 
less chance of them hearing the quar- 
ter. 

Leona: The idea is for me to de- 
tect which hand has the quarter? I 
get three guesses. 

Larry: O. K. Let’s try it. 


Leona: “Jenkins Up” — “Jenkins 
Down.” 
(There is a loud slam.) 


Leona: Willy's right hand! NO! 
Willy’s left! NO! 

Larry: Remember—no help from 
the others on your team. 

Leona: Non’s left. NO! Oh—too 
bad—three chances. So that is one 
point for you. You keep the quarter 
and pass it again. We get it when 
we guess in the first three tries. Larry, 
you are next in line. You call. 

(The game goes on until one side 
has scored 10 points—that is—kept the 
quarter 10 times). 


SCENE IV 

(Every one has gotten dressed since 
it is getting a little chilly on the 
beach. Supper is all packed away.) 

Eacer: Let’s move around. I’ve 
got to work off these five sandwiches. 

Irma: How about “SWAT”? 

Ipa: [ll watch. 

Damper: Oh-—let’s not. 

Lreona: Yes—let’s. 

Witty: Ill get the newspaper to 
roll up. 

Eacer: Everybody stands in a cir- 
cle and keeps looking at this pile of 
shells in the center. Put your hands 
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behind your back and wait until you 
are handed the “swat.” 

Witty: Here is the newspaper 
“swat.” You be “It,” Eager. 

Eacer (Walking around the outside 
of the circle): If I give the “swat” to 
you—you turn to your right and start 
hitting the person to your right. Once 
“hit” the “victim” takes off like a 
cloud of dust—and runs around the 
outside of the circle—and back to his 
original position. The “chaser” with 
the “swat” may hit his “victim” as 
often as he can catch up to him—and 
until he or she is back in place. O.K.? 

Witma: If I see that Non, here 
next to me, is given the swat, can I 
start to run right away? 

Eacer: No-—first of all you should 
be looking at the shells in the center— 
and second—the rule says you may 
not run until you have been hit once. 


SCENE V 


(After many hilarious and exhaust- 
ing minutes.) 


Wiima: I'm-tired. Let’s rest. How 
about singing? 

Larry: Yes. We'll get a fire going 
and sit around—and sing— 

Eacer: O. K. Let's sing Negro 
spirituals. 

Witty: Wait, I'll get my banjo! 

Irma: Let’s start with “Old Black 
Joe.” (And so they sing—on.) 

“Swing, Low, Sweet Chariot.” 

“Oh—dem Golden Slippers.” 

“T want to be a Christian, in my 

heart.” 

“Were you there?” etc. 

(And as the sun disappears and the 
summer chill sweeps across the beach 
—the group sing—“We are climbing 
Jacob’s ladder.” The group stands for 
the last verse—“Rise, shine, Give God 
the glory, etc.”) 

(After it is over—they all stretch—a 
few yawn—and there is a general dis- 
cussion about going home. And we 
can hear a voice say— 

Eacer: Oh—what a wonderful day 
this has been. 


ay Me Seas. 


Ola (Hello) was the greeting ex- 
tended by Zion leaguers, Hooper, 
Nebr., to 96 young people from four 
neighboring leagues, at their recent 
Argentine banquet. The menu con- 
sisted of Sopa con cabellos de angeles, 
Pan Francesa, Cuiso, Ensalada al To- 
mate, Postre and Cafe. (The first item 
was guaranteed to contain no soap.) 

South American music was provided 
by a girls’ sextet and an accordionist. 
The Rey. Levon Spath, missionary to 
Argentina, told of LLA’s missionary 
project. Midwest LL Vice President 
Lloyd Hartmann was toastmaster. 
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Midwest leaguers have already con- 
tributed over half their two-year quota 
for the Argentine project. ... 

In spite of sleet and icy roads, 40 
leaguers attended a workers’ confer- 
ence at Grand Island, Nebr., March 3. 
Workshops were conducted by Dean 
Sudman and Alex Wacker... . 

A crowd of 275 saw the 10th an- 
nual play produced by leaguers of 
Wayne, Nebr., recently. The play was 
entitled “Aunt Billie from Texas.” 
(“No reflections,” the Midwest corre- 
spondent assures, “on Texas President 
Billie Grace Ungerer.” ) 
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Clatter e © « by conrad, jr. 


ULY the Fourth is a red-letter day 

on every U. S. citizen’s calendar. 

It is a historical holiday, thanks to 
the efforts of two men—John Adams and 
Thomas Jefferson. 

The year was 1776. The place was 
the East Room of Philadelphia’s old 
State House. The Second Continental 
Congress was in session. 

Up until April of 1776, the talk of 
independence had been private talk. 
Then one colony after another took 
action urging a declaration of independ- 
ence, 

The Continental Congress chose a five- 
man committee to prepare a declaration. 
John Adams and Thomas __ Jefferson 
headed the committee. 

Adams was convinced that Virginia— 
Jefferson’s home state—would more than 
likely support the declaration if Jefferson 
wrote it. With convincing arguments, he 
persuaded Jefferson to prepare it. But 
it was John Adams’ persuasive oratory 
that “sold” it to Congress. 

For two days the matter was debated 
with vigor. There is no doubt that the 
speech John Adams made on this occa- 
sion was the most powerful delivered on 
the floor of Congress during the entire 
Revolutionary period. 

On the evening of July 4, 1776, the 
document was adopted unanimously. 
And this day became the recognized 
birthday of the newly founded nation. 

Tue Lives of these two champions of 
the Declaration of Independence were 
filled with many parallels in later years, 
despite the fact that they were of dif- 
ferent political parties. 

Each of these lawyers served as vice- 
president of the U. S. 

Each helped to negotiate European 
treaties. 

Each served as a foreign minister— 
Adams to England and Jefferson to 
France. 
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Each was elected president of the 
U. S. In fact, in 1796 they ran against 
each other in a race for the presidency. 
Adams nosed out Jefferson by the mar- 
gin of three electoral votes—71 to 68. 

They were the only two signers of the 
Declaration of Independence to become 
presidents. 

These same two men, who ushered in 
the birthday of the U. S., also celebrated 
the same deathday. Both of them died 
on the fourth of July, 1826—the Golden 
Anniversary of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. 

Their deaths occurred at their birth- 
places. Adams died at Braintree, Mass., 
and Jefferson died at Monticello, Va., 
formerly known as Shadwell. 

Adams and Jefferson were the only 
two of the 56 signers of the Declaration - 
of Independence to die on July the 
fourth. 
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Probleme Ate 


(Continued from page 32) 


chologist’s suggestion that L. might 
have been playing that the doll was 
her mother, and that the child was in 
need of greater affectional security. 
The girl's mother is very friendly 
with her teacher in school. If you 
were that teacher, how might you 
help this unhappy child? 


16. Vera has been labeled the 
prize tattletale in her room. She is 10 
and in grade 3-B. When she has 
nothing to tattle, she simply concocts 
a tale and tells it on the unwary vic- 
tim. No one likes her—only four chil- 
dren came to her birthday party re- 
cently. (If you were this child, how 
would you have felt at that party?) 
~ What would you do to help Vera? 
Her mother has spanked her repeat- 
edly. 

e 


17. Excessive competitiveness can 
lead to severe feelings of inferiority. 
What would you suggest to the junior 
who has an unpleasant home life and 
makes up her mind to “drown her 
troubles” by joining every club in the 
activity program that is open to her? 
Would these extra activities be good 
or bad for her mental hygiene? 


18. Several studies have shown 
that cheating occurs much more in 
children who are not very bright than 
in those who are above average in 
intelligence. What would you do, 
then, as teacher if you discovered a 
very slow-learning youngster cheat- 
ing? Would you condone the dishon- 
esty? How would you go about help- 
ing the child overcome it? 


AUGUST, 1952 


19. Jane is constantly finding fault 
with everyone—the way they talk and 
walk, dress and eat, and every detail 
in their lives. She usually sets her- 
self up as a model of perfection. 
Where do you think her trouble lies? 
What would you suggest to her? Sup- 
pose she bluntly refused your advice, 
what would you do? 


20. Hilda at seven “has a mind of 
her own” and sometimes refuses to 
obey her parents. Last week she de- 
cided to have her own way in a big 
store. Her mother, in an effort to 
cure such behavior, got in an elevator 
when the child was not looking and 
went one Hoor up. The youngster 
went into hysterics, had to be taken 
to the store’s emergency hospital for 
treatment. What would you advise 
these parents if they asked your help? 

21. There is a certain shabbily 
dressed boy in the school who comes 
from a poor section of town. He seems 
to have friends and is a nice boy, but 
he is gradually cutting these friends 
and going alone. He says he hasn't 
time to go to the afternoon dance or 
the class play. What could an enter- 
tainment committee do to help such 
boys and girls in a school? Suppose 
nobody bothers about this boy; how 
will it affect his development? 

22. Charys, 15, tall and slender, 
goes to every movie in town prac- 
tically every week. She never had 
many friends, prefers to be alone. But 
lately she has been “acting,” imitat- 
ing all her favorite stars. Looks plenty 
foolish at times, but still she does it. 
If you were the counselor and you 
knew Charys fairly well, how would 
you handle this problem? 
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23. Frank had stolen two dollars. 
His father forced the 11-year-old to 
work the two dollars out at five cents 
an hour, to prove to the boy that 
crime never pays. What do you think 
of this situation? 

24. Company came to six-year-old 
Sara’s house for the weekend. Sara 
behaved badly on Saturday, but her 
mother simply made a mental note of 
the incident and let it go at the mo- 
ment. Monday, after the visitors had 
left, she spanked Sara thoroughly for 
her naughty behavior two days pre- 
viously. What was this mother’s real 
motive in spanking Sara? What would 
you have done in her place? 

25. A mother told her little boy 
that if he didn’t quit biting his nails 
his fingers would turn blue. One 
night as he slept soundly, she put ink 
on his fingers. Upon awaking in the 
morning, the boy nearly had hysterics 
and begged his mother to do some- 
thing to help him. What do you 
think of her method? How would you 
help-a child stop biting his nails? 

26. Dull children often do poorly 
in school. How would you tell a girl 
or boy who was very sensitive about 
his “dumbness” that he would not be 
promoted with the class? How would 
you inform the youngster’s parents of 
his “failure?” 

td 

27. Adolescent Jean was too fat 
and too short. Her hair was distinctly 
uncurly, her face plenty freckled. But 
she was literally a walking encyclo- 
pedia, always doing extra home work 
and extra projects. She never went in 
for clubs or school dances. What do 
you think of her adjustment? What 
might be suggested to this girl? To 
her mother? 
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28. Fifteen-year-old Ned _ insists 
that he is doing his best in school but 
his marks are seldom above D. His 
parents are hoping that Ned will go 
to college and become a lawyer, later 
go into partnership with his father. 
Where would you begin on such a 
problem. What facts would you want 
to have reviewed before you advised 
Ned’s parents in this case? Where 
would you get these facts? 

e@ 

29. Vivian, nearly 16, was in 
grade 10, but her marks were going 
down. College plans urged by her 
parents had little effect on her marks. 
A conference revealed Vivian to have 
many outside interests, including a 
piano lesson and two voice lessons 
each week, plus three choir rehearsals, 
an evening at the movies, a weekly 
club meeting Thursday evenings, and 
one or two other things! Tests showed 
this girl able to do above average 
work in her grade, yet she isn’t doing 
it. What might be her trouble? What 
would you suggest? 

80. Gerald’s mother often  re- 
marked in the child’s presence that 
she had never liked any little boys. 
At 11 he is quite a problem in school, 
quarreling with women teachers and 
many of the girls. He seems to get 
along fairly well at home, with ex- 
ception of an occasional temper out- 
burst when his father clamps down 
a rule or two. What factors are in- 
volved in this problem? 


81. Special studies have indicated 
fairly clearly that students whose IQ 
is below 85 seldom do well in tech- 
nical subjects even in a trade school. 
In light of this fact, how would you 
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advise Walter, now 17 in grade nine, 
struggling with the commercial 
course? He is failing in history, math, 
typing, English. Tests show his IQ 
to be about 74. His parents want him 
to go through high school because all 
their friends’ youngsters are going on. 
They try to impress him with the 
idea of becoming a success in business 
but he seems little interested. He 
would like to quit school and find a 
job. How do you feel about this situ- 
ation? 

32. Frances, a remarkably bright 
girl, is very tall. She secretly is very 
sensitive about her parents not get- 
ting along too well together. But the 
thing that bothered her most, she 
frankly said, was that she blushed 
easily at the least provocation. What 
books might she read that would help 
her? How would you advise her to 
help herself? (How may her secret 
problem be related to her blushing?) 

33. When a boy and girl, no mat- 
ter how young, show fondness for 
each other, older people frequently as- 
sume they are “sweethearts.” The 
original relationships, though innocent 
and harmless, often take on special 
significance in the youngsters’ activi- 
ties. Take the problem of Jenifer, for 
example. She nearly ran away from 
home after her mother had the police 
car bring her home from a nice party 
given at the home of a friend a few 
blocks away—because the night was 
dark and the hour was late and her 
mother didn’t trust daughter’s boy- 
friend. What do you think of this 
family adjustment? 

34. If his mother makes any effort 
to correct eight-year-old Ronald, he 
goes into pouts. His pouting spells 
sometimes last an hour. He used to 
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kick and bite but his parents managed 
to spank him out of that bad habit. 
They are hoping he will get over 
pouting by his own insight. What do 
you think about this case? 


35. A very nice-looking seventh- 
grade boy just passed his 14th birth- 
day, but he began telling everybody 
he was nearly 16. He preferred to go 
around with older boys and gave up 
several friends his own age for this 
older crowd. His school record was 
average; teachers rated him as seem- 
ing to lack security. How would you 
handle such a problem? 


86. Betty used to be very active 
in clubs and social affairs, but lately 
she has cut out these activities in fa- 
vor of romantic movies and dance 
dates. Her mother is worried about 
the girl because at 16 she is behaving 
as if she were 20 or older. She wants 
to know what rules and regulations 
might help Betty. What would you 
tell this mother? 


PREFACE TO CASE: 87, 38: Frustra- 
tions imposed upon all of us by our 
physical and social inadequacies make 
us react in two general ways: Either 
we attack problems of living or with- 
draw from them into daydreaming 
and seclusion within ourselves. Either 
extreme is poor adjustment for the 
individual. The average adult re- 
sponds to attacking behavior in a child 
by counter-attack, and to withdraw- 
ing behavior by withdrawing from 
the child and letting him pursue his 
fantasy or daydreaming even more. 
In light of this viewpoint, consider 
the next three problems. . . . 
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37. James, now in a technical high 
school, is a fairly bright boy. From 
an early age he has been a lonely 
fellow, never going to parties and lit- 
tle interested in group activities. His 
teachers have frequently commented 
on his “ability to study hard and keep 
quiet even when the rest of the class 
seemed to be fussy.” Lately, Jim’s 
test grades have been going down, 
although he is studying more than 
ever, and he seems rather gloomy at 
times. What might be the trouble 
here, and how would you attempt to 
remedy it? 

88. (See preface to 37.) Sixteen- 
year-old Ann told the psychologist 
she had taught herself to hide her an- 
gry feelings so well that few of her 
friends had ever seen her “blow up” 
about anything. “But,” she confided, 
“Tm often so angry inside that I can’t 
eat or sleep well for days—especially 
when my mother wants to go with us 
when we go to the park for a walk.” 
When this girl was small her parents 
used to put her in a dark room when 
she had a temper tantrum—after 
spanking her hard. What may have 
caused this “inner rage” reaction to 
become so common in Ann’s behavior 
pattern? How can she help herself 
now? (Can we completely avoid an- 
ger?) 

e 
WORSHIP 

The service of worship should be 
made quite distinct from the discussion 
of the topic. Let it be the first part of 
the meeting. 

Use the Evening Suffrages, beginning 
on page 155 of the Common Service 
Book. Hymns that may be used are as 
follows: 


“Love Divine, All Love Excelling” 
“Now Thank We All Our God” 


Fifty-eight 


“O Worship the King” 


TOPIC 


This topic offers leaguers an excellent 
opportunity to see and discuss them- 
selves objectively and to gain a new in- 
sight into the problems of their friends. 
Probably many of the young people de- 
scribed in the article have problems 
similar to those of members of your 
group. 

The leader should select case studies 
from the article that are pertinent to 
the group. Read a case study and then 
allow leaguers adequate time to discover 
solutions. Be careful not to embarrass 
anyone by indicating that he is like the 
person in the topic. Do not try to use 
all the case studies in the article. 

This article is reprinted from a chapter 
of Better Ways of Growing Up by 
Woodward and Crawford. Your leaguers 
may be interested in using other chap- 
ters as bases for further league problems. 
The book can be purchased from the 
United Lutheran Publication House. 
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Youth Sunday 


(Continued from page 19) 


devotions, to conduct programs, to 
preside at meetings . . . you learn 
what missions means . . . you learn 
to give not only of your money but 
time and energy and interest and 
love . . . for this battle requires it. 
You learn to be joyful with other 
young people .. . you learn to share 
the sources of strength and courage 
and happiness that some day you 
will need in your life . . . you learn 
to know what things are important 
and what are not important. . . (Cur- 
tain closes) 


You may even find yourself moved 
some day to stand up and say against 
all that is not right in the world... 
“No! That’s wrong . . . that’s certainly 
wrong.” . . . and even though your 
small voice may be drowned in the 
storm, you will not stop because you 
have been trained to know and to 
feel the right of God’s way . . . AND 
THAT IS THE BATTLE .. . that’s 
the ONLY battle that counts. ... At 
last you've found all the grandeur and 
glory and vigor that our song sings 
about . . . to be able to stand in the 
midst of darkness that is everywhere 
and say, “I believe ...I know... 
I will do God’s will” . . . And whether 
it be a battle with your own worst 
self as enemy or with a disgraceful 
cause .. . you will enter the tumul- 
tuous battle. . . . Sometimes it’s only 
having to decide whether to teach a 
Sunday school class or serve on the 
church finance committee. Luther 
League helps you to be able to say, 
“YES, I WILL SERVE, GOD HELP- 
ING ME!” .. . SERVE WITHOUT 
SURCEASE. You won't be a stranger 
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to God or to the work of the church 
if you have made the Luther League 
a part of your training in life. 


Scene IV 


Narrator (Long pause): A world 
jamboree of Boy Scouts was held sey- 
eral years ago in France. Did you 
notice in the newspapers that al- 
though the German scouts were not 
permitted to attend .. . that many 
were secretly brought in by French 
Boy Scouts so they might share the 
companionship of a whole world of 
young people who hadn't yet learned 
to hate each other . . . It is true that 
we haye to be taught prejudice and 
race hatred . . . we are not born with 
them. What a wonderful thing for 
Scouts to know without being told 
that all men are brothers . . . it’s a 
part of being in the army of God... 
it’s a part of (Curtain opens) 


“BATTLING FOR THE RIGHT” .. . 
The army of boys and girls who are 
scouts is an army dedicated to learn- 
ing freedom and righteousness and 
good living . . . an army always 
PREPARED . . . prepared for service 
. . . prepared to battle, if necessary, 
for the right . . . and so in schools, 
churches, cabins, and huts all over 
this land and throughout the world 
the words are repeated, ‘On my 
honor | will do my best to do my 
duty to God and my country .. . to 
keep myself physically strong, men- 
tally awake, and morally straight.” 
(Curtain closes) 


To learn self reliance, resourceful- 
ness, courage and reverence . .. in 
a world that sadly needs them all. 
Christians leagued together to battle 
for the right .. .! 
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Scene V 
Narrator: Yes, hymns are wonder- 
ful. . . . One of God’s most blessed 


miracles is in the way that dead 
words can be raised to life again 
when set to music .. . and come alive 
with beauty and vigor . . . with praise 
and joy .. . or with compassion and 
hope of everlasting life. 

Our church has always been a sing- 
ing church. Born in a struggle for 
freedom to worship, our people began 
to sing .. . free men always sing... 
it’s the only way they can adequately 
express their gratitude to God. How 
defiance and faith and confidence can 
ring in the music of our mighty 
hymns. . . . See again those brethren 
in the fight of Norway standing bare- 
headed in the snow massed before the 


cathedral whose doors were fast shut’ 


by the bayonet of the conqueror... . 
hear them swell forth in the battle 
hymn of a kingdom that cannot be 
conquered . . . “A MIGHTY FOR- 
TRESS IS OUR GOD.” .. . yes, peo- 
ple will always sing to straighten 
their backs to the task . . . to turn 
their hearts to God . . . to find release 
for their longing for eternal things 
. . . (Curtain opens) 


And | think of all the voices of 
God's choir he loves best. the young, 
clear voices of youth. Anyone can 
sing who feels a song in his heart 

. . young people sing best of all. 
Prayer, someone has said, is the soul’s 
sincere desire felt but unexpressed 
no, rather . . . it is the soul’s sincerest 
desire expressed as it can best be 
expressed . . . in the hymns and an- 
thems of the ages. We can make 
the battle of Christian life ever new 
and thrilling by “cheering souls with 
song” . . . souls that are heavy with 
sorrow and pain, souls that wander 
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helplessly in uncertainty . . . souls that 
have forgotten what it means to be 
young and know that life with Christ 
is good. Sing for them as you sing 
to God. Heavy souls are not cheered 
by hilarity and meaningless ditties 
they are cheered by hearing again 
from young hearts that God’s prom- 
ises are ever new and ever sure. 
(Curtain closes) . . . (narrator pauses) 


Now can you see the wonder and 
the hope and the glory of the Chris- 
tian life? . . . in the face of our world 

. in the face of the thunderclouds 
that hover overhead . . . in the face 
of the years that lie ahead for each 
one of us . . . can you say anything 
else than, “I choose Christ, the bet- 
ter part . . . I have given my alle- 
giance to serve without surcease, to 
battle for the right, to cheer souls 
with song?” I ask you soberly if there 
is any other help . . . if there is a 
better way to prepare yourself for 
your battle? 

In Pilgrim’s Progress . when 
Christian finally reaches the city of 
God ;.-ltas:said of himrspseaeAIN Dy 
ALL THE TRUMPETS SOUNDED 
FOR HIM ON THE OTHER SIDE.” 
You and I shall hear them with joy 

. we will know them for the trum- 
pets that sound within us when God 
calls. 


Alternate Plan 
for Youth Sunday Service 


Because some _ churches _ prefer 
speeches to the use of dramatics, the 
following is offered. Five short talks 
are provided for four speakers: The 
designated leader should be an older 
youth. All participants should be ma- 
ture enough to conduct themselves 
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with poise and to speak with fluency. 
The speeches will be more effective 
if they are memorized. 


Leader 

“Rally for the Conflict” is the theme 
of our Youth Sunday service. It’s a 
good theme because it has two strong 
words in it: Rally . . . conflict. Both 
are important. Yet we tend to ignore 
one of them. It seems that we do a 
great deal more rallying than we do 
conflicting. 

Nearly all our church activity cen- 
ters around rallying. We rally for Sun- 
day school, rally for worship service, 
rally for Luther League, for Boy and 
Girl Scouts, for choir meetings. Some 
of us begin to feel that we are being 
over-rallied, so over-rallied, in fact, 
- that the conflict and the foe fade into 
the background. 

It is all very well for us to sing 
about Christians, leagued together to 
battle for the right . . . to sing about 
donning our armor and putting the 
foe to flight . . . to sing about the 
banners and the mighty Lord of 
Armies. Only instead of rising to don 
our armor, we seem only to dress in 
our Sunday best and come to church. 
And there we sit. There is little of 
the din and dust of battle. No swords 
clash. No stirring drums roll. Noth- 
ing very glorious happens. 

But the foe still confronts us. The 
battle still goes on, whether we join 
it or not. It is necessary for us to 
keep both the fight and the foe in 


focus. 


First Speaker 


(Representative of the 
Sunday School) 
Sitting in Sunday school Sunday 
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after Sunday doesn’t seem to have 
much to do with that ringing com- 
mand, “Arise and don your armor.” 
Our classes aren’t very large. And all 
we do is talk and talk and talk... 
or so it might appear to someone who 
came for only one Sunday. 

To those of us who understand 
what Sunday school is for, it is some- 
thing entirely different. It is our basic 
training. It is boot camp, so to speak 
... . only this basic training never 
really ends for the Christian. It is 
largely in the Sunday school that we 
become acquainted with our Com- 
mander, with our weapons, with the 
strength of our defenses. 

God is our Commander. His Word 
and sacraments are our weapons. 
Christ is our strong and sure defense. 
Our church provides us with the finest 
study materials, workbooks, and_vis- 
ual aids to help us build our lives 
upon Christ. 

In the Sunday school we are choos- 
ing Christ. That is the great chal- 
lenge of our lives .. . for there will 
always be something else for us to 
choose. It is for the future that youth 
prepares ... learning how to live... 
learning to be the different kind of 
people that God wants his children 
to be. 

Sunday school may not seem to be 
a part of the conflict. But Sunday 
after Sunday in this quiet hour we 
are building in ourselves this knowl- 
edge and this truth about God against 
the day when we shall sorely need it. 
We are thankful to God that he has 
made known these things to children. 

We need the truth to build life 
upon. When we see the world that 
has been left to us we know that we 
must look beyond the world for a 
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firm Helper and Source of strength. 
We are learning to choose Christ. He 
is the “better part.” "We are going 
to need him . . . even more than we 
know. 


Second Speaker 

(The following deals with catechet- 
ical instruction. The speaker, how- 
ever, need not be a recent confirm- 
and.) 

We might call the part of the con- 
flict I am going to tell you about “The 
Commissioning.” It takes place on the 
eve of the battle. 

One day the pastor announces that 
all the 12- or 18- or 14-year-old youth 


will begin catechetical instruction 
next week . . . Catechetical instruc- 
tionP . . . Sounds terrible . . . What 


in the world is it? . . . We soon learn 
that our church has always believed 
that her people should know what 
God wants of them . . . what God 
promises us . . . how God can answer 
our needs before we hardly know 
what those needs are. 

The pastor is patient with us. He 
takes much time to make clear what 
the battle is going to be and for what 
we are dedicating ourselves. The 10 
commandments show us how to walk 
with God and our brothers. The creed 
helps us feel that we are a part of 
all the millions who have gone before 
us and have known God as Father. 
We learn the meaning of the prayer 
Jesus taught his disciples. We see 
that we, too, may come to him with 
our own needs and hopes. 

But all of this is getting ready for 
the day. We call it confirmation. It 
is the day of dedication, of consecra- 
tion, of pledging . . . of pledging our 
lives to the Christ who came into the 
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world because we needed the help 
that only he could give. He died and 
then rose again to show us that there 
isn’t anything in the world—either liv- 
ing or dying—to be afraid of. And that 
means much when we are getting 
ready for a battle. 

When we have been confirmed we 
have “given our allegiance,” as the 
hymn puts it. We know we want to 
make Christ ours because everything 
that will make life meaningful comes 
from him. Our armor is to be a part 
of all that he has gone through for 
us. 

Confirmation is the time when we 
say to ourselves, “I do believe in God. 
I do see my many failures. I do 
want to be sure and certain with the 
certainty that I can have in the Lord’s 
supper.” This is the part of the bat- 
tle that is dedication. It is judging 
our forces against the enemy. We 
have given our allegiance. 


Third Speaker 


(Representative of the 
Luther League) 


We've given our allegiance .. . 
for what? When does the battle be- 


gin? The answer is in the hymn 
again . . . “To serve without sur- 
cease!” The dedication, the altar, 


they mean little without this. It would 
surely be tragic to regard our con- 
firmation as our graduation instead of 
our real “commencement.” The 
church has not brought us to this 
place and merely said, “Now you are 
to serve Christ! . . . Begin!” 

Instead the church provides a place 
for us. Maybe it’s not in the front 
ranks of the battle. But in these years 
of our growth and development the 
church has provided for us to do im- 
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portant work through the Luther 
League. The Luther League gives us 
a chance to gain practice through 
training maneuvers. 

This is our opportunity to make 
real and meaningful the promises we 
made before the altar. We are not 
left alone, wondering what comes 
next. We are led from the altar to 
the Luther League where we can 
learn to share with others our spir- 
itual discoveries and to work for this 
Jesus. 

It may not seem glamorous or even 
challenging to conduct programs, to 
lead devotions, to learn what mis- 
sions means, to work in service proj- 
ects, to give money and energy and 
enthusiasm. But this battle requires 
it. We lear to share in the things 
that are important. We shall find 
practice and strength here to stand 
up against something that is not right 
and say, “This is not what Christ 
wants.” ” 

This is the battle, whether it be 
with our own worst self or with a 
disgraceful cause. Through the Lu- 
ther League we are saying, “I serve, 
I fight, God helping me.” We are 
not strangers to God and his will, for 
we are making the Luther League 
our training ground. 


Leader 

The church also offers other ave- 
nues of service to youth. Through 
the program of Scouting, boys and 
girls are learning to “battle for the 
right.” In schools and churches, cab- 
ins and huts, all over the nation 
youth are pledging, “On my honor I 
will do my best to do my duty to 
God and my country . . . to keep 
myself physically strong, mentally 
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Correspondents 
e 

California: cca0be Jean Johnson 
Canadas .o%= fae ate Eric Weber 
Columbia District ....Duane Lund 
Connecticute, a... <-> Elaine Nyquist 
Florida® aires ols tere Mary Wehle 
Georgia-Alabama ...... Karl Suhr 
Iintoisy ist ches Helen Habermann 
Indianaeits--c.r. Martha Huffmeyer 
lowaten eis. Bernadine Blumhagen 
Kansas ...... Charlsia von Gunten 
Kentucky-Tenn. .. Eleanor Guderian 
Maryland 

Doris Boylan, Isabella Woods 
Michigan ....... Jacqueline Brown 
Midwest ........... lone Haseman 
Minnesota... Ken Gorsky _ 
Mississippi ...... Mary Ann Derrick 
Nebraskatvec a <stanien.s Neva White 
New Jersey ...... Jean Henrickson 
New York 


Harold Herman, Carl Martens, 
Pau! Pfadenhauer, 


North Carolina ........ Jeff Norris 
NovariScotia: a. <6-)-1e.crreus Eric Hagen 
Ohios cape. hecas Janet Lade 


Central Pennsylvania . . Richard Geib 
Penna. Ministerium ...Violet White 
Gertrude Terraschke 


Pittsburgh ...... Cora Gongaware 
Rocky Mountain .. Mary Lou Sprinkle 
South Carolina ..... Stafford Swing 
TEXaSicr. 505 Martha Nell Wahlberg 
Virginilvtcc/ elects aicte Bill Parsons 
West. Canada ..Ann Moertelmeyer 
West Virginia ....Carolyn Martin 
WISCONSIN niente eran Helen Haban 
British Guiana .... Patrick Magalee 
I feholel Wee ois ne Norman Nuding 
Puerto Rico ........ Curtis Derrick 
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awake, and morally straight.” 

And through youth choirs the 
church is bringing beauty and hope, 
compassion and healing, joy and 
peace to many. We can make the 
battle of the Christian life ever new 
and thrilling by “cheering souls with 
song” . souls that are heavy with 
sorrow and despair, souls that have 
forgotten what it means to be young 
and to know that God is good and 
faithful. Choirs of young people in 
the church can do these miracles that 
God allows .. . It is a great privilege 
to join in the music of the ages past 
and praise Christ. 

This is how we are prepared for 
the battle. We have chosen Christ, 
the better part . . . We have given 
our allegiance to serve without sur- 
cease, to battle for the right, to cheer 
souls with song. The world today 
calls for an unyielding faith in God. 
On this Youth Sunday we resolve to 
find our places in the army of God. 
We are rallying for the conflict. 

Remember in Pilgrim’s Progress, 
when Christian finally reaches the city 
of God it is said, “And all the trum- 
pets sounded for him on the other 
side!” We shall know those trumpets 
someday as the trumpets that sounded 
in our hearts when God called us. 


WITTENBERG 


A college of great teaching noted for 
developing the best capabilities of its 
students and for turning out Chris- 
tian men and women who make good 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION WRITE 
PRESIDENT CLARENCE C. STOUGHTON 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 
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welcome the living Christ 
through these devotional poems — 


CHRIST... 
POETRY 


(LL Md“ LSTATED 


448 pages 
529 poems 

282 poets 
compiled and edited by 


Thomas Curtis Clark and Hazel Davis Clark 


Here is Christ the Companion, Inspirer, and Guide . . .“‘the lord of our hearts and homes.” 


Here is the gloriously warm, sympathetic Christ. . . 


-“‘we touch him in life’s throng and 


press, and we are whole again.”’ Modern poets help us exalt the human Christ of the 
Gospels in poems you will use in personal, group, and family devotions. 


What reviewers thought of 


LUTHER LIFE’S 


Book of the Month 
for August 


“Clergymen and _ lay- 
men alike should find 
the volume _ interesting 
and inspiring.” 
LUTHERAN STANDARD 


“a 


. . . More than a re- 
source for leaders; it is 
a soul-stirring inspira- 
tion approaching at 
times the noble clarity 
and power of the 
Psalms.” 
INTERNATIONAL 
JOURNAL OF 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


Crist IN PoeTtRY brings you a “Fifth Gospel according to the 
Poets.” These 529 poems from 282 poets picture vividly a living 
Christ who meets all your needs... Christ the Man who is close 
to us. This is the distinctive testimony of the modern poets. Un- 
like other religious anthologies, more than 450 of the 529 devo- 
tional poems were written in the present century; classic poems 
of the nineteenth cencury and earlier are also in Christ in Poetry. 
Unlike other collections, this is a Christ-centered anthology. 

CiiRiSt IN POETRY paints a dramatic portrait of the Savior...a 
beautiful and vast and vivid panorama that re-enacts Christ’s life, 
that re-tells his sacred message in terms meaningful for us today, 
and that makes Him live even more strongly in our hearts. The 
selections are arranged, mainly chronologically, in sections deal- 
ing with “The Way of the Cross,” “Resurrection,” “Calvary,” 
“Come, Follow Me,” “The Continuing Christ,” “The Revolution- 
ist,’ “The Lost Christ,” and “The Triumphant Christ.” 


CHRIST IN POETRY is compiled and edited by Mr. and Mrs. 
Yhomas Curtis Clark. Mr. Clark, who has been called “the 
poet laureate of American Protestantism,” has already led many 
Christians to richer personal lives, and to more effective preach- 
ing and teaching. You probably own and have used his 1,000 
Quotable Poems, Golden Book of Religious Verse, Treasury of 
the Christian Faith. As poetry editor of the Christian Century 
for more than a quarter century, Mr. Clark has influenced the 
development of religious verse today. He includes in Christ in 
Poetry scores of the best Christian Century poems. 

CuRrIST IN Poetry is a life-reference, family- 
reference, teacher-reference, preacher- 
reference volume. Includes full author and 
title indices. You can get copies now — for 
your home, church, study, school, club, 
library, friends — 

At all Bookstores $3.49 M4 


published for the modern home by — 


ee re fon Press 291 BROADWAY * NEW YORK 7 


Build a Foundation ror 
Che Home of Your Dreams 


a” 


on Marriage and 


“The Study Packet i 
the Family” 


Here are selected materials to help in arranging and carrying out programs 
about Marriage and Family Life and about Mixed Marriages: “Marriage: 
1949 Model vs. Christian Marriage,” “Understanding Sex,” “The Family 
Under God,” etc. 


Included also are a play “Finding a Home,” a list of audio-visual aids, and 
program suggestions. 


Order from 
THE BOARD OF SOCIAL MISSIONS 
231 Madison Avenue New York 16, N. Y. 


Cost $1.00 


